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RELIGIOUS REVIVAL. 


The CuristT1AN REviEw, a respectable periodical, which is published quarterly in 
Boston, Massachusetts, and conducted by members of our denomination, contains the 


following article. 


The subject to which it refers is one on which additional information is 


desired by many of our readers, and its suggestions deserve the consideration of zealous 
Christians in the eastern as well as the western hemisphere. 


Iris our design, in the following pa- 
per, to discuss the nature, the conditions, 
and the means of religious revival,—a 
subject of deep interest and vast import- 
ance. 

The expression, revival of religion, has 
been in common use in this country for 
a number of years, as designating a sea- 
son of special interest and prosperity in 
the church, or in particular churches. 
When a religious body is not enjoying 
any special and unusual prosperity, and 
receiving accessions of converted per- 
sons from the world, it is said to be not 
a time of revival. Occasionally, you will 
hear such bodies describing their condi- 


tion, as one in which, though no revival. 


is enjoyed, the institutions and ordi- 

_ nances of God are attended to, and peace 
_ and harmony exist among the members. 
It consequently happens, that revivals 
are regarded only as occasional events, 
which happen at irregular and distant 
intervals, and which, in their very nature, 
are intended to be transitory. They are 

_ considered as exceedingly desirable, are 
_ anticipated with intense interest by the 
_ churches, and when they come, are hail- 


iting the churches for a few 
months, take their departure, 
ep and unfeigned regret of all 
_ Hence, also, the intermediate 
easons, we mean, which: 
1 revivals,—have come 
s necessarily seasons of 
declension, with which 


no one ought to be satisfied, and in 
which it is not commonly expected, that 
Christians should possess much faith or 
fervor. Many have taken this for grant- 
ed, and poured bitter lamentations over 
those churches which are enjoying no 
revivals of religion, although those very 
churches may be walking in the faith and 
order of the gospel, growing in grace, and 
not only waiting, but praying and Jabour- 
ing for “the salvation of the Lord,” in 
reference to their fellow-men. More- 
over, it has come to be a question for 
discussion, whether the churches may 
not enjoy a perpetual and uninterrupted 
revival, Now, we regard this as a mis- 
application and abuse of language ; for 
a thing which, in its very nature, cannot 
take place, except in peculiar circum- 
stances, and at irregular intervals, can 
never be permanent and uninterrupted. 
If the inquiry were made, whether a 
church could enjoy permanent prosperi- 
ty,—that is, grow in knowledge, faith, 
and purity, and have such accessions 


‘made to it, either from week to week, 


month to month, or year to year, as 


shall, upon the whole, increase its num-— 


bers and strength,—the thing could be 
fully understood, and easily determined 
from the word of God, as both possible 
and desirable. Faith and prayer, active 
exertion, and the blessing of Heaven, 
will certainly secure this to every Chris- 
tian church. But when such vague and, 
as we consider them, unscriptural views 
are taken of the meaning of the expres- 
sion, it becomes a matter of ai so and 
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difficulty, altogether insuperable, to an- 
swer this and similar questions. 

It is our humble though decided 
opinion, that those persons misunder- 
stand the nature of religious revival, 
who apply the phrase to every season of 
interest and prosperity in the church ; 
because the preceding condition of that 
church, though neither so exciting or 
even so delightful as this, may not have 
been one of deadness and declension. 
We think, too, that an improper use is 
made of the expression, when it is used 
to-describe a season in which considera- 
ble accessions of young conyerts are 
made to the church; because this may 
be the result of previous and long-pro- 
tracted effort and prayer. God_ has 
promised to hear our prayers and bless 
our efforts ; but, so far as we understand 
the Scriptures upon this subject, he has 
made no promise to do so immediately 
and directly. The sentiment expressed 
in the well-known lines, 


“Though seed lie buried long in dust, 
Tt shan’t deceive our hope,” 


has the sanction of the whole church, 
and, above all, of the Bible. “ Cast thy 
bread upon the waters; for thou shalt 
find it after many days.” This is lan- 
guage: which has afforded consolation 
and encouragement to ministers and 
others in all ages of the world, and has 
formed the theme of many an interest- 
ing discourse with regard to the eventual 
success of fervent prayer, and well-di- 
rected, persevering effort. There may be 
a long course of preparation, on the part 
of a church, or on the part of individuals 
belonging to the church, for that season of 
special prosperity and increase, which by 
many is called a revival, and which is not 
usually connected in theirminds withany 
such effort. No body of Christians ought 
to be satisfied without being useful ; and 
if any church isdeclining upon the whole, 
—if it is not gathering strength, from time 
to time, and receiving accessions of con- 
verts, we do not say regularly, but occa- 
sionally, so that its numbers and energies 
are increasing, upon the whole,—then 
does it need a revival, most assuredly. 
In this case, there is every reason to 
believe, that it is either built upon a 


false foundation, or that it consists: of | 
bad materials, or that it is in a state of | 
fearful. backsliding. Such a church, | 
instead of being urged to go forward, 
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we are not by any means prepared to- 
adopt the sentiment, that a church, which 
is not receiving additions to its numbers 
at any given time, is in a state of de- 
elension ; although this is not by any 
means a condition to be desired, or with 
which to be satisfied. But faith, love, 
and obedience may be there ; the insti- 
tutions of Christ may be maintained, and 
his ordinances administered, and much 
preparation may be made for a more 
prosperous state of things. If, indeed, 
the members of such a church were fully 
satisfied with all this, and never prayed 
and labored for any thing better,—if 
they did not feel for the melancholy and 
dangerous condition of their unconyert- 
ed fellow-men around them, nor make 
any direct efforts to bring them to Christ, 
we might certainly conclude, that they 
had departed from God, “ forgotten their 
first love,” and*‘ gone after the ways of 
the world.” But after all, it is evident, 
from the very nature of the case, that no 
Christian church which is acting in obe- 
dience to God, can possibly be uninte- 
rested in the conversion of sinners, or 
fail to cherish earnest desires for the 
“enlargement of Zion ;” although we can. 
easily conceive a church to be in this 
very condition, and receive no accessions” 
of converts, at least for a time. It will 
be increased eventually, unless there be 
some special reason to the contrary ; but 
the mere fact, that it is not receiving ad- 
ditions at any specific time, is not by 
any means proof positive that it is in a - 
condition of barrenness and declension. 
We fear that upon the subject of re- 
ligious revival, there has been much. 
practical error in the churches. It has 
been greatly misunderstood and most. 
grievously abused. Churches, and indi- 
vidual Christians also, have acted from 
impulse, and gone by fits and starts ; oc- 
easionally much excited, and in the en- 
joyment of great apparent prosperity, 
and in a short time as much or even. 


mote depressed, and cursed with world- 


liness and declension. Some good men 


have actually thought that it must be so ; 
that prosperity, or, as they have termed. 
it, revival, was an occasional and transi-. 
tory thing, deligt tful when came, but, 


like an an vel fro 


ought to be revolutionized ; new views | ( 
must be taken, new feelings cherished, | t 
and new modes of action adopted, — But | up t 
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then come down again to the low level of 
worldliness and unbelief, only to make 
new efforts at some future period, and 
repeat the same process of relapse, till 
their spiritual strength was actually ex- 
hausted, the church weakened, and the 
world hardened in unbelief. Religion 
has thus been made a matter of mere 
feeling,—feeling changeable as the wind ; 
while principle, and the practical every- 
day obedience dependent upon principle, 
haye been discarded and neglected. 
The church has become nervous, hyste- 
rical, and diseased, and much of the 
health and vigour of earlier and better 
days has been lost. 

And it must be so, aslong as the faith 
and enjoyment of individual Christians 
is made to depend upon the outward 
prosperity of the church, and especially 
upon the conversion of sinners, instead 
of being made to depend upon the ve- 
racity and goodness of ‘‘a coyenant- 
keeping God.” It has been too hastily 
concluded, that the want of special suc- 
cess in the conversion of sinners is an in- 
dication of individual and general de- 
elension ; hence, individuals and church- 
es have become dissatisfied with them- 
selves, and discouraged about their pros- 
pects. The result has been, the prostra- 
tion of faith and joy, without which it 
is difficult, or even impossible, to make 
much progress in the divine life. In this 
way; Christians have never been happy, 
except when the church to which they 
belonged haye been enjoying a revival. 
Then all was life, energy, and joy ; faith 


grew strong, and love “ began to sing ;””. 


but the revival has declined, and all that 
is holy and delightful declined along with 
it. We do not mean to say, that this 
has been universally the case among the 
churches ; but it has prevailed to a very 
great extent. 

In the Scriptures, the words revival 
and revive are used with a considerable 
variety of applications. They are used, 
in one case, to describe the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead ; in another, the 
return of hope and joy to the wounded 
heart ; in a third, the deliverance of Is- 
rael, as a nation, from depression and 
calamity ; and in a fourth, the diffusion 
of vigour and elasticity through the wear- 


_ ied spirit and exhausted body. When 
applied to the church, they describe her - 


resuscitation from comparative death, 


_ and her consequent restoration to pros- 


_ used, in this connexion, to 


They may also be 


perity and power, 
ape ibe wereis Sh ‘describe a 


= 
; a. 


remarkable elevation of character, and 
increase of energy and hope, witha cor- 
responding extension of influence on the 
part of the church, after a season of 
languor and inactivity. This is probably 
the meaning of the word revive, in the 
prayer of the prophet: ‘ O Lord, I have 
heard thy speech, and was afraid; O 
Lord, revive thy work in the midst of 
the years; in the midst of the years 
make known, in wrath remembermercy.” 
Tn such a use of the term, it is equiva- 
lent to the words awake and resurrection, 
which, in their etymological structure 
and general import, may be regarded as 
nearly synonymous with revive and 7e- 
vival. Indeed, this term, properly speak- 
ing, means, living again, or a resuscita- 
tion. Revival is truly “life from the 
dead ;” a state of such energy, hope, 
and enjoyment, that even in those cases 
where there has not been a total extine- 
tion of every thing good, the preceding 
state of things has appeared, by contrast, 
one of darkness and death. 

If this, however, is a correct interpre- 
tation of the term,—and we think it is, 
though, for the sake of brevity, we have 
not quoted the passages of Scripture in 
which it occurs, with one exception,— 
what shall we think of those churches 
or those Christians who are living and 
dying alternately during the whole of 
their existence ; and especially of those 
who expect thus to live and to die, and 
make no attempt to produce a more uni- 
form and consistent state of things? Is 
this Christianity, which, in individuals, at 
least, is intended to be progressive? Is 
it that divine system, which, by the Spi- 
rit of God, is fitted to produce in us “all. 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and 
the work of faith with power ;” and un- 
der the holy influence of which Christians 
and Christian churches are to arrive at 
the stature of perfect men and perfect 
societies “in Christ Jesus?” It may be 
Christianity ; but it is Christianity shorn 
of its strength, and exerting but a feeble 


and imperfect influence over individuals 


and churches. — 
In the scriptural sense of the word, 


the most distinguished and glorious revi- ~ 


val of religion was that which took place 
at the resurrection of Christ, the conse- 
quent descent of the Holy Ghost, on the 
day of Pentecost, and the conversion of _ 


so many thousand souls. In this case, — 


the spiritual Zion, which had existed from 
the earliest times, was, as it were, resus=_ 
citated, and clothed afresh with beauty 
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and power. Hence the prophecy of 
Isaiah, addressed to the church, with 
reference to this season,—“ Arise, shine ; 
for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon. thee,’—and the 
corresponding propheey,—‘‘ Awake, a- 
wake, put on thy strength, O Zion ; put 
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem,” 
are thus expressed by the apostle Paul, 
in language more pointed and condensed: 
“ Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light.” No lan- 
guage could more beautifully or striking- 
ly express the true nature of a religious 
revival, 

The reformation from popery, during 
the sixteenth century, was another dis- 
tinguished revival; for then the church, 
awaking from the slumber of ages, start- 
ed into a new and more glorious life, 
and went forth, “‘ conquering and to con- 
quer,” over the whole continent of Eu- 
rope. 

Religion was also greatly revived by 
the preaching of Whitefield, Wesley, and 
Edwards, in England and in this coun- 
try, at a subsequent period. Then a 
season of comparative deadness and in- 
activity was by their means turned into 
one of life and energy. Hundreds and 
thousands were converted to God ; and 
Zion was not only greatly enlarged, but 
greatly purified and blest. 

There was probably an extensive revi- 
val of religion in this country ten years 
ago; but the results have not equalled 
expectation, and many judicious men 
have intimated, with great probability of 
its truth, that the church is now suffer- 
ing a decline. A little work has been 
just published by Dr. Chaplin, assigning 
the causes which have produced this 


condition-of things ; and snongst others, 
he notices the following: “The preva- 


lence of the opinion, that religious prin- 
ciples cannot be expected, in most eases, 
to be steady and constant.” We have 
no doubt, that genuine revivals have ta- 
ken place in some particular churches, 
annie the last ten years, some of which 
have been of a very peculiar and glorious 
kind ; for small ae feeble churches,— 
churches, too, that were, in a great mea- 
sure, dead and inactive,—have, by what 
we cannot more appropriately designate 
‘than as a special interposition of zea 
influence, been rendered large, active, 
_ and prosperous bodies, But the doctrine 
of religious revival has been misunder- 
stood and misapplied. Attempts have 
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been made to substitute occasional and 
excessive excitement for the regular and 
systematic operation of Christian prin- 
ciple. Reaction has ensued ; false prin- 
ciples have been engendered ; the sober, 
every-day duties of religion have been 
neglected ; churches have been discou- 
raged ; and the plain preaching of the 
gospel has been shorn of its power. A 
large amount of intellectual and moral 
energy has been wasted, in consequence 
of misdirection; and hence, as we have 
already intimated, many ehurches and 
private Christians are suffering from ex- 
haustion and paralysis. Many persons, 
also, have been introduced to the church- 
es, under the influence of temporary ex- 
citement, who had not really passed 
from death to hfe, and are now, in con- 
sequence, diffusing their déadly: leaven 
through the entire mass. : 
Besides, preachers and others have 
very generally adopted the sentiment, 
that churches and individual Christians 
are responsible, not for the performance 
of their duty to the unconverted, but for 
the salvation of the unconverted. It hag 
consequently come to be an article of 
their creed, that whenever sinners are 
not converted, the chureh, oz individuals 
belonging to the church, are to blame for 
it. They are most assuredly to blame, 
for not using the means requisite to se- 
cure the conversion of sinners; but we 
are yet to learn, that they are responsible 
for the results, after having thus used the 
means. And that this may be done, and - 
yet no conversions ensue at specific times 
and in specific places, is a fact abundant- 
ly proved by experience. How can we 
account for the want of such success on 
the part of the Saviour, when, having 
preached the gospel to many cities and 
villages, it is said, “‘ he wondered at their 
unbelief?” How can we account for 
the failure of stupendous miracles and 
divine teaching, in the case of Chorazin 
and Bethsaida ; or for what the Saviour 


zin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! for if the 
mighty works had been done in Tyre and 


they would have repented!” We can 


account for these things, not by blaming 
the preacher or the church, but by refer- 


generally 


says of them,—“ Woe unto thee, Chora-~ 


Sidon, which have been done in you, © 


ring it to. the excessive obduracy of those — 
hearts, which could resist such appeals. — 
| But the opposite has been very 
| taught from our pulpits, and cherished 
| by our churches ; and. the consequence — 
is, sinners have been hardened in their 
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impenitence, while good and holy men, 
as well as true gospel churches, have 
been perplexed, discouraged and weak- 
ened. 

But to return from this digression, we 
remark, that a single church is revived, 
when, after a season of deadness and 
declension, Jehovah is pleased to pour 
out his Spirit,—Christians take a higher 
stand, in point of faith, love, and obedi- 
ence,—and sinners are converted from 
the error of their ways, and added to 
the church. It is, however, not abso- 
jutely essential to a revival, that there 
should be accessions of converts to the 
church ; although this will be a very fre- 
quent result of such a revival. The main 
thing is, that the church itself, or the in- 
dividuals composing that church, should 
be aroused and sanctified; that they 
should become more holy, more happy, 
more useful. This will generally pro- 
duce its appropriate effects upon the un- 
converted. It will naturally call their 
attention to the subject of religion, and 
may become the means of their eventual 
salvation. 

From these remarks, it will be readily 
perceived, what we understand by a re- 
vival of religion. It is not an excite- 
ment upon the subject of religion, in 
which there may be much feeling, much 
bustle, much talking, much preaching, 
and many prayer meetings, and during 
which, we may add, there may be many 
conversions and additions to the church, 
but the results of which are not perma- 
nently beneficial. In such a scene, there 
may be much of what is good ; the truth 
may be preached and felt; Christians 
may be happy ; and some. sinners may 
be converted to God; but relaxation, 
exhaustion, and inactivity are the result 
and an observant looker-on may be led 
to doubt whether the church is perma- 
nently benefited. 

It is not a state of outward religious 
prosperity, in which the preaching is 

ood, the hearersnumerous and attentive, 
and the people of God confident as to 
final success ; because’success may never 
come; and amid external prosperity 
and high hope, piety and virtue may ac- 
tually decay. “eS 
It is not a condition of progressive 1m- 
provement in the church, during which 
Christians are growing in grace, and 
though liable to many fluctuations of 
pane feeling and experience, “ to 
ears within and fightings without,” are, 
upon the whole, me ee in faith and 
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hope, in meekness and obedience, and 
during which there is also a gradual ac- 
cession of converts from the world. This 
is not, properly speaking, a revival of 
religion, but it isa most desirable and 
delightful state of things. In fact, though 
this is not a revival, it is by far the best 
state in which a church can be, and in- 
finitely to be preferred to a periodical 
and occasional excitement, even of the 
best kind. 

_ Arevival of religion must take place 
im a church comparatively dead, where, 
in consequence of a special and power- 
ful divine influence, the dry and inani- 
mate bones of “the valley of vision” 
are supplied with life and energy ; or, in 
other words, where professors of religion 
are aroused to a sense of their vast re- 
sponsibilities, their glorious privileges, 
their immortal hopes, possess higher af- 
fections and more powerful energies in 
the cause of God, and, as a consequence 
of this, individually and unitedly “ come 
up to the help of the Lord, to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty.” 

Such a revival is permanent in its re- 
sults, at least with reference to those . 
who have been its subjects.- They have — 
attained-a higher elevation in the divine 
life. They have become more holy, 
more like to Christ, more detached from 
the world, and more submissive to the 
will of God. ‘They have become more 
humble and more happy, more devoted 
and more consistent, more prayerful and 
more watchful. They haye acquired 
higher views of truth and duty; and 
their hearts burn with a purer, more god- 
like affection. And the remembrance of 
it “will never die;” the effect of it 
will be perpetuated through life, and be_ 
felt in the entire subsequent history of 
the church. 

As a natural effect of this, the gospel, 
at least in its practical bearings, will be 
invested with greater power over the un- 
converted world around, and, generally 
speaking, sinners in large numbers will 
be converted to God. Still, it ought to 
be remarked, that the conversion of sin- 
ners is not a revival of religion; it is 
merely an accompaniment or a result of 
a revival, not a revival itself. A revival 
can only take place among Christians ; 
although its effects will seldom be con- 
fined to them. 
there is nothing to revive but sin ;” and — 
to speak of a revival among them is an 
abuse of language. Nay, more, we can 
conceiye of a revival, in which there are 


‘Tn unconverted men, 
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no sinners converted ; anda revival, too, 
which will be followed by permanent 
results, in the improvement of individ- 
ual Christians, and “ the edification” of 
the church. 

Hence, every revival must begin in the 
church, and with individual Christians ; 
although it will generally result in the 
conviction and conversion of the ungod- 
ly, and the consequent extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The church is constituted with a view 

to the salvation of the world ; and while 
a revival is to be desired, for its delight- 
ful effects upon individual Christian cha- 
racter, yet its principal design is to sup- 
ply the church with increased energies 
and facilities for the promotion of the 
Sayiour’s cause, 
_ Thus it is usually followed by earnest 
desires and fervent prayers, on the part 
of the church, for the conversion of 
souls. Itis also followed by a greater 
willingness to support the gospel, and 
maintain the institutions of Christ; by 
increased liberality and benevolence, 
and a deeper interest in the salvation of 
the whole world. In one word, it is fol- 
lowed by increased practical effort and 
prayer for the benefit of our fellow-men, 
_ A revival of religion, then, is a great 
and glorious transition from a state of 
religious depression and dearth to one 
of life, energy, and hope. It consists in 
the permanent improvement of individ- 
uals and churches in faith, love, and obe- 
dience.. It is followed by increased 
stability and strength in the church, and 
an accession of converts from the world. 
It glorifies Christ, renders Christians 
happy, and confers great benefit upon 
the world, 


We are now, in the second place, to, 
consider the_conditions upon which a 


revival of religion will be enjoyed, and 
the means by which it is to be secured 
and promoted. These are so intimatel 

eonnected, and run so much into eac 

other, that it will probably be best to 
consider them together. We shall also 
be under the necessity of being exceed- 
ingly brief, upon this part of our subject, 
having room only to indicate great ge- 
neral principles. _ : piren 

. Two things are especially necessary, 
in order to a revival of religion in any 
Christian church, or in the church gene- 
rally. First, that Christians be prepared 
for it, Second, that God in heayen ex- 
ert-an-influence to produce it. ; 


: Iv-depends upon God and the church, | work: ~ God is the giver, and the ¢ 
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but depends upon them in different 
senses; upon God as the fountain of 
influence,—upon the church as the re- 
cipient of that influence. 

An influence may be exerted, but the 
church may not be in a state of suitable 
preparation to receive it; nay, more, 
may repel the means of revival. If this 
is not the case, we do not understand 
the meaning of the following injunctions: 
“ Grieve not the Holy Spirit ;” “Quench 
not the Spirit; despise not prophecy- 
ings.” 

The Spirit is beautifully and appro- 
priately compared to a dove. And how 
often does that celestial dove hover a- 
bove a Christian church, looking as it 
were, for a spot upon which to rest ; but 
finding none, takes his departure for 
heaven ! 


‘He flies from scenes of noise and strife.” 


Preparation, then, on the part of the 
church, is necessary to a revival of reli- 
gion. There must be a perception of 
her melancholy condition, induced by 
the preaching of the gospel, the perusal 
of the Scriptures, the dispensations of 
divine providence, or other means of 
grace. The church must avail herself 
of such means as God has put within 
her power, for ascertaining and feeling 
her state of declension and ingratitude, 
Her guilt must be acknowledged, peni- 
tence must be felt, and humility cherish- 
ed before God. Solemn prayer must be 
offered, and a new dedication to God 
made. There must be a willingness to 
do the will of God; a meeting God, so 
to speak, not in pride, not in self-suffi- 
ciency, not in jealousy and distrust, but 
in meekness, fear, and faith. This must 
be done, just as a child, returning to the 
home from which he had wandered, 
meets his mother; as the exile, coming 
back to the land of his birth, meets the 
friends of his early days,—of his hap- 
pier years. se 

Above all, there must be special influ- 
ence from heaven. This is required, in 
consequence of the deceitfulness of the 
human heart, and the fearful power of 
outward temptation. It is promised in 
answer to prayer ; it is given with the 


eatest possible fre 1ess ; and it is given 
Just in that precise m 


which our exigencies require. — 


e measure and mode 


God and the church always go toge- _ 
ther in this interesting and ae i rt oe 
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the humble and grateful recipient. Hence, | 
while the church is active, most active, 
in the promotion of revival, all the glory 
of it redounds to God. 

As to the metaphysics of this relation, 
we cannot at present touch them. Per- 
haps the subject is somewhat beyond 
our grasp. It is well, at all times, to 
keep ourselves within the province of 
ascertained fact, and leave modes and 
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relations, which in many eases are too 
high for us, just where we find them. 
It is, however, perfectly certain, that 
God is both able and willing to revive 
his work in any heart or in any church ; 
and all that remains for us to do is, to 
lay open that heart and present that 
church to the sacred, the sanctifying 
influence of his Holy Spirit. 
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BY THE REY. DANIEL KATTERNS. 


Tuere is something in solitude pecu- 
liarly suited to the distressed circum- 
stances of the human family—amid the 
various perplexities of the world it forms 
a sweet and unfailing source of consola- 
tion, and thus proves itself as much the 
friend of solid happiness as of genuine 
piety. The only moments of human 
existence to which in deelining age or on 
the bed of death the memory reverts 
with unmingled satisfaction, arenot those 
which are passed away in the hurry of 
business or the glare of dissipation, but 
those in which the soul held converse 
with herself. These are the “cool and 
sequestered scenes of life,” the bowers, 
so to speak, in which the travellerthrough 
the world’s wide wilderness sits down to 
repose from the labours of the past, and 
to recruit his failing energies for the 
efforts of the future. 

To say nothing of religion, the hours’ 
which we spend in solitude are not only 
the happiest but the purest of our lives. 
The vicious man may be firm and reso- 
lute as long as he is supported by. the 
applauses of the multitude, but let him 
come into his closet and suffer conscience 
to speak, and his firm built purposes are 
instantly unnerved, and all the machinery 
of iniquity stands still. In the pure air 
of the closet virtue flourishes, but wick- 
edness expires. And willnot experience 
attest the influence of solitude in seasons 


bind u each aching wound, and pour into 
thebleeding spiritthe balm of consolation. 


If such be the influence of solitude 
considered in itself, what must it be when 
sanctified by the presence of God! If 
it be so delightful to retire from the 
bustle of the world into the closet, how 
will that rapture be increased when Je- 
hovah descends and cheers it with his 
smile! The christian closet is better than: 
the palaces of a king—a temple thrice: 
holy, the threshold and vestibule of hea= 
ven. The flame of devotion here burns 
bright and unrestrained, -'The emotions 
of christian feeling are checked in the 
sanctuary by the presence of the profane, 
but here it has no tie. The whole heart 
lies naked and prostrate before God, and 
here its most secret fears and wishes may 
be breathed, with no other listener than’ 
the King of kings. 

Without the habit of solitary reflection: 
there. can be no extensive acquaintance 
with self, nor any useful knowledge of: 
the world. The most eventful life will 
be but abarren register of facts, possess 


ed indeed of_the sternness of reality, 


but. destitute of moral order, harmony,’ 
and connexion, The man who “ponders: 
‘the path of his feet,” and “‘makes each: 
day a. comment on the last,” turns his’ 
very follies and afflictions to a good ac~ 
count, and on a retrospect of his exis— 
tence will not find a page which he could 
wish to blot ; while on the other hand, — 
-he who has proceeded without—once 
_stopping to review his course, will exhi~ — 
bit a life full of occurrences, it is truey 
but without the comment of experience. — 
The difference in the lives of two such’. 
men will be like that between a shape- 


less mass of stones, and the very same —— 


materials wrought by the hand of the 
architect into a solid and beautiful fabric. — 
_ It is reflection alone which stamps a 
/ value upon every lesson of wisdom .and 
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piety: else they are only the materials 
of knowledge, and will exert no influ- 
ence on our practice and behaviour. The 
Bible itself is but a sketch of Divine 
things which must be filled up by con- 
stant meditation, A man might be able 
to repeat it from the commencement to 
the close, and yet be spiritually a fool. 
The heart, not the memory, is the seat of 
religious knowledge; if, therefore our 
stores are to be increased, it will only be 
by the habit of serious and prayerful re- 
flection. This must be fostered by retire- 
ment; since, though profitable thoughts 
may often arise while we are pursuing 
our worldly ayocations, yet improvement 
can only be systematically and extensive- 
ly sought in the solitude of the closet, 

Nothing will tend so much as this to 
arm the soul against the shock of temp- 
tation. ‘‘ The adversary the devil goeth 
about as a roaring lion seeking whom he 
may devour.’ Can that day be success- 
ful which is not begun with God? What 
an unspeakable advantage will the temp- 
ter gain to find the christian without this 
important piece of his defensive armour ! 
Before venturing into the conflict the 
plan of the day should be marked out, 
the peculiar temptations that may arise 
should be calculated, and with these in 
full view divine assistance should be 
sought. To neglect these precautions 
would be to “rush as the unthinking 
horse into the battle,’ and it must sure- 
ly argue great ignorance of the impor- 
tance and difficulty of the contest, to 
enter upon it without forethought, with- 
out preparation, without design. 

What would be thought of the gene- 
ral who should lead his troops to battle 
without having surveyed the position of 
the enemy, or exercised any judgment 
in the selection of his own? Would he 
not be censured as a mean and reckless 
pretender unworthy of the high trust de- 
volved upon him? and yet that very line 
of conduct which in earthly things would 
be deemed rash and extravagant, has in- 
truded into matters which involve, not 
indeed the safety of a kingdom, but what 
is of infinitely more importance, the sal- 
vation of the soul. 

The examples of good men in all ages 


teach us a far different lesson. Daniel, | 


with all the terrors of the lions’ den be- 
fore him, made his supplication three 
times as before; and even our blessed 
Lord himself exemplified the practice. 
How often did he retire from the multi- 


tude to the solitary mountain, or to the ! 


snmne't —— 


retirement? Herecaresmay beforgotte 
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shades of Gethsemane! It was thus he 
fortified himself against the designs of 
his enemies, and armed his courage for 
the final ageny. By such conduct he 
has written our duty and interest in cha- 
racters which cannot be mistaken ; for 
if it were necessary and useful for Him 
who had all the resources of wisdom and 
power in himself, how much more im- 
portant for those whose characters are 
made up of weakness, imperfection, and 
folly ! 

It may be added that the examples 
recorded in scripture are accompanied 
with peculiar proofs of their acceptance 
with God, who has in various ways test- 
ified his delight in these secret acts of 
worship. The most interesting scene in 
Jacob’s life is introduced by this preface, 
*‘ Jacob was left alone.” What followed 
was toosacred for the indiscriminate gaze 
even of his own household. There the 
patriarch prevailed with God, and obtain- 
ed the name of Israel. How did God 
honour the faithfulness of Daniel in his 
miraculous preservation in the den of 
lions ! and can it ever be forgotten that 
the extension of christian privileges to 
the heathen world was first announced 
to Peter, not in the sanctuary, but in 
his private devotions on the housetop? 
There the apostle learned that important 
lesson that ‘‘ God is no respecter of per- 
sons, but in every nation he that feareth. 
him and worketh righteousness is accept- 
ed of him,” and from thence by Divine 
direction he came down to instruct and 
welcome into the fold of the Gospel the. 
first convert of the gentiles. What does 
all this prove but that God has peculiar 
blessings in store for them who are wil- 
ling habitually and perseveringly to seek 
them in the closet? 

Here too is a sweet and never-failing 
resource for the soul that is harrowed up 
by reiterated woes. 
to pour our sorrows into the bosom of a 
friend, how much better to communicate 
them to him that ‘sticketh closer than 
a brother!” He is full of sympathy, for 
he has endured sorrow in its darkest. 
form, and hence he can be “touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities.” “He 
careth for you” is the declaration of one 
who had been with him in the flesh, and 


had doubtless experienced many proofs 
of his affection and kindness. But where 


can the Saviour be 


the roving thoughts may be recallec 


If it be delightful — 
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world may be left behind, and heavenly 
thoughts and sentiments may be realized 
below. 

But secret meditation and prayer have 
not only their benefits upon earth, they 
have a vast reversion of glory in the 
world to come. “ Thou, when thou pray- 
est, enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth 
in secret, himself will reward thee openly.” 
Now there may be discouragements. 
The Christian’s petitions may be appa- 
rently disregarded, but not so in reality. 


285 
Blessings may indeed, for wise reasons, 
be withheld ; we often ask for things 
which, if bestowed, would prove curses 
to our souls ; yet if God, in denying these 
gifts, consults our advantage more than 
our wislies, the prayer itself shall not be 
cast aside, but recorded and perpetuated 
in heaven, and when secret wickedness 
shall be held up to the scorn and detes- 
tation of assembled worlds, the secret 
supplication shall meet with a public ap- 
proval and an everlasting reward. 
Hammersmith, 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. JOSEPH HOWLETT. 


BY THE REV. GEORGE BAILEY. 


Tue late Mr. Joseph Howlett, who was 
thirty-seven years Pastor of the Baptist 
Church of Stretham in the Isle of Ely, 
departed this life, April 22nd, 1837, in 
the 73rd year of his age. He was born 
ai Cottenham in Cambridgeshire, Janu- 
ary 29th, 1765. His parents were res- 
pectable and probably pious, for they 
strictly watched his morals, and constant- 
ly led him to the worship of God at the 
parish church. His natural disposition 
was amiable and artless, and the ruling 
virtues of his childhood were simplicity 
and obedience, 

As a youth but little contaminated, at 
twelve years old he was sent upon the 
common to keep his father’s sheep, where 
he was daily in the company of those 


who were much deprayed. He incau- 


tiously imitated their example, and soon 
became sportive, vain, and wild. He 
neglected the sabbath, he frequented the 
ale-house, and sung with much delight 
their wanton songs. He despised his 
teachers, he disturbed the neighbourhood, 
he grieved his parents, and contracted a 
disgust of religion, and even a dislike of 
its professors. He suffered occasionally 
from the remorse of a guilty conscience, 
but hestruggled against restraint, and 
afterwards plunged more fearlessly into 


sin, as if determined to secure his eter- | 


nal condemnation. Such was the pro- 
gress of his wickedness, but he was af- 
terwards made to eat some of the bitter 
fruits of his own ways. 

His conversion was produced through 
many painful circumstances. At the age 
of twenty-two he sustained the loss of 
_ his father, when a funeral sermon was 
anes Baptist meeting house : 

ere he attended for the first time. He 

VoL. I.—FOURTH SERIES. 


was impressed by the event, and his 
convictions became more powerful, per- 
manent, and deep, till he recoiled at 
many of his former practices. He con- 
tinued to visit the house of God, and 
wished to be like the Lord’s people, and 
though he sought their society secretly, 
it became known to his companions, and 
procured him their taunts. These were 
often repeated with great wantonness 
and acrimony, and were long borne by 
him, till being wearied with reproach, he 
determined to be free. He purposed to 
change his condition. To effect this com- 
pletely he made overtures of marriage to 
a respectable female ; he succeeded, and 
was soon united to her; but God, who 
knew the way he had taken, by a sudden 
stroke, within eight short weeks, took a- 
way the desire of his eyes. He now be- 
came harassed with fresh instances of 
guilt and horror; He meditated his own _ 
destruction, but mercy prevented the 
horrid deed. He was one day sitting 
with the Bible in his hand in a state bor- 
dering upon despair, when the thought 
impressed him that to return to the world 
would be the last and only remedy for 
his present distress; this aroused his 


terror, and dismay at the consequences, —— 


and he instantly rose, wringing his hands, 
saying “TI cannot, I will not, what must 
Ido!” He opened the Bible and im- 
mediately read that passage, “seek an 
ye shall find ;” he attempted to pray and 
wrestled in prayer—peace entered his 
mind, and such was his freedom from~ 
guilt, and communion with God, that for - 
ten years after he never experienced a 
barren opportunity in prayer. ~ 

In the following year he joined the 
Baptist church at Cottenham, a under 
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the pastoral care of Mr, Thomas Barron, 
and having married a second wife, by 
whom he subsequently had twelve chil- 
dren, he removed to Cambridge, and en- 
tered into the communion of the Baptist 
church under the pastoral care of the 
Reverend Robert Hall, who encouraged 
him to enter into the ministry. Aecord- 
ingly in the year 1799 he became the 
pastor of the church at Stretham. His | 
previous trials had partly fitted him for 
his work. He showed with considerable 
effect the obligations, impoteney, ruin, 
and danger of the sinner, whilst he urged 
upon his hearers a cordial acceptance of 
the Saviour and his grace, as the only 
remedy for human transgressors. He 
was useful in the conversion of many in 
the early part of his ministry, and his 
mode of thinking and the phraseology 
of his sermons showed that whilst he 
gratefully remembered his teachers, he 
was noservileimitator. He had many trou- 
bles in the church, but by his judicious 
conduet and peaceful spirit, he quelled 
the troubled waters. His family trials 
were numerous and such as are rarely 
experienced, but they were borne with 
patience, prayed over in meekness, and 
God was esteemed righteous in them all. 

In the month of August, 1836, he was 
heavily afflicted ; the disease lay chiefly 
in his head and much affected his 
memory. He experienced short reliefs 
during which he preaehed several times. 
Returning from the meeting-house after 
preaching the last time, he was taken 
with a severe shivering, and death was 
soon apparently impressed upon his 
countenance. His memory now appeared 
restored, his thoughts were coherent and 
vigorous, and his mind serious and happy. 
As his pains increased, his affectionate 
and sympathising wife repeated the 
words of the poet,— 


JOSEPH HOWLETT. 


The pains, the groans, the dying strife, 
Fright our approaching souls away ; 
Still we shrink back again to life— 


when he stopped her, saying “oh no! no! 
let me go forward, go forward, I cannot 
go back, I cannot go back, I long to see 
my Jesus’s lovely face.” He then ad- 
dressed his. wife, his daughter, his friends, 
and his domestics, with the dignity and 
solemnity peculiar to a dying christian ; 
and asa dying minister he said to his 
deacons, “take care of the little flock ;” 
so great were his solicitudes for all, that 
he seemed to be blessing all. After this 
he enjoyed a little sleep, but upon awak- 
ing he discovered some surprise, and 
said, “I thought I had been in heaven, 
but I haye to die again ; oh, what emana- 
tions of the divine glory I have enjoyed, 
I cannot express it.” He repeated, “1 
thought I had been in heaven, but I have 
to die again.” In afew moments he said 
“ah, I have had a sharp conflict, but I 
have overcome through Jesus Christ.” 
Being entreated to select a passage as a 
motto for the improvement of his death 
in his congregation, he replied “ I love 
the whole Bible, but if I must say, ‘I 
know in whom I have believed :’ let that 
be it.” He grew worse, and for a short 
time each spectator seemed waiting in 
solemn silence to see death complete its 
mournful work, when he suddenly hfted 
his dying eyes, and directing them to his 
servant, said “oh Ann, “tis a heaven 
worth dying for, to see a smiling God.” 
The next day he finished his labours and 
his sufferings, changing earth for heaven 
in perfect peace. His consistent and 
useful life proved the truth of religion 
for nearly fifty years, but his death per- 
fumed the whole. Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints. 


ANECDOTE OF THE DUKE OF SUSSEX. 


AE Bi epoas ae seen tly held in Edin- 
burgh to hear the Report of the deputa- 
‘tion from the Voluntary Church Associa- 
tion, the following statement was made 
by Dr. Heugh, in referring to the inter- 
view which they had had with the Duke | 
of Sussex. — wer ; 


“ There is one anecdote of hioRagal he 


f Highness which I would wish the meet- 
ing to hear, for I am sure they would | 


4 


et 
long remember it. He said to us,— 


“ Gentlemen, I'am sixty-five years old, 


spent in indispos 
man ; that makes hin 
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fust—and if a man reads that book as he | Royal Highness commented ona passage 
ought to do, he in some measure be- | quoted from Isaiah by the apostle in his 
comes inspired by it.” His Royal High- | epistle to the Corinthians, “Death is 
ness then went on to give some com-| swallowed up in victory.” The root. of 
ments on different passages of the Scrip-| the word victory, he observed, ought 
tures. He is a distinguished linguist ; | properly to be translated eternity ; so 
and the first thing we did when we | that the more correct reading of the pas- 
visited him in Kensington, was to go to | sage would be, “ Death is swallowed up 
his library, which consists of 1500 copies | in eternity.” I mention this to show 
of the Bible in all languages and editions, | that his Royal Highness is not a mere 
being the most perfect collection cer- | cursory or formal reader of the Bible, 
tainly in this kmgdom, and perhaps the | but that he thinks deeply of what he 
most perfect in the world; its cost is | reads.” 

estimated at £40,000 or £50,000. His 


DIALOGUE SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN HELD 
BETWEEN THE CELEBRATED EARL OF ROCHESTER AND HIS PAGE 
AT THE TIME OF HIS CONVERSION.*« : 


PAGE. Pace, 
My Lord, the sun peeps o’er the hill, Shall T run for the leech, my noble lord, 
The stag hounds bay the morn, That he may bring relief? 
The steeds are at the palace gate, He knows to heal the wounded man, 
The hunter winds his horn. And will assuage thy grief. 
EARL, 
EARL. aes 
2 : Oh no, my pain is at my heart, 
Then, prythee go, my little page, That-—secret cave of care, 
And bid them speed away, And no physician ever lived 
My thoughts are sad, my heart is sick, tie healethorbrncesttherss 
I shall not ride to day. 
PAGE. 
Pace. Shall I fetch thy lute, my noble lord, 
Away, they are fled, my noble lord, Whose magic notes can bring, 
Each knight with his lady fair, Joy to the fairest of the fair, 
*Lwas a glorious sight, so glad, so bright, And pleasure to the king ? 
i would that thou wert there. | EARL, 
EARL. Twill not untwist the serpent, boy, 

. That clings fast round my breast, 
oe boy, ies night, I had a dream, | Nor will it Ae the annie flames 
o full of darksome woe, That Fai nedee and PERE 

Remembrance drinks my cup of joy, ae Score ee : 
And burns my aching brow. PAGE. 

Methought I toss’d in flames of fire, Shall I go send the peerless fair, 
Girt with hell’s damning pains, With bosom white as foam, 

While vengeance flung around my soul Whose eye shines brighter than the star 
Her dark eternal chains. _ That guides the wanderer home ? 


* As some of our readers may not be sufficiently acquainted with the history of this nobleman to en- 
nto the spirit of these lines, it may be proper to state that he wasone of the most licentious and 
ompanions of Charles IT. In the thirty third year of his age, his career was 
which proved fatal; and his last illness afforded a remarkable display of the 
_ power and sovereignty of divine grace. These verses refer to a portion of his SS ee which his 
biographer, Bishop Burnet, describes thus: “ But now, the hand of God touched him: and, as he told 
me, it ‘was not only a general dark inelancholy over his mind, such as he had formerly felt, but a most 
penetrating, cuttiug sorrow. So that, though in his body he suffered extreme pain for some weeks, yet 
the agonies of his mind sometimes swallowed up the sense of what he felt in hisbody. He told me, and 
in charge to tell it to one for whom he was much concerned, that, though there were uo- 


gave it me i a 
thing to come after this life, yet, all the pleasures he had ever known in sin, were not worth that torture 


teri 
jovial of the profligate c 
-axrested by a disease, 
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Her soft embrace was wont to change, 
Thy sorrow to delight ; 

And make thee happy as the day, 
And merry as the night, 


EARL, 

Be still,—in that dread dream I saw, 
Her wanton form in hell, 

Her voice, that once was soft and sweet, 
Then pierced me with its yell; 

Her silken hair was bound with snakes, 
Her breast was black as death, 

She clasp’d me in her withered arms, 
To blast. me with her breath. 


Paces. 
Shall I fillthe cup with choicest wine, 
That the memory of thy dream, 
May fly away like the mist of night, 
When it feels the sun’s bright beam ? 


EARL, 
Ob no, the drunkard, too, was there, 
And his veins with the fire had burst, 
And he called in vain, for one watery drop, 
To quench his burning thirst. 


PAGE. 
O then, shall I catch the fairy bird, 
That charms the midnight vale? 
Her song would make thy heavy heart 
Forget its heavier tale. 


EARL, 


| O hush thee, boy, thou knowest not 


The bitter pangs I feel; 
Not all the musie of the skies 
My sinful soul can heal. 


PAGE. 
O noble sir, if thou dost fear 
The Lord’s avenging rod, 
Let me read of him who reconciles 
The sinner unto God. 


EARL, 
Ah me, had he ten thousand worlds, 
Its wealth would not suffice, 
To ransom my poor soul from hell, 
’Twould be a paltry price. 


PaGE. 
My lord, it says, it was not gold, 
Appeased an angry God; 
It was a spotless sacrifice, 
Of groans, and tears, and blood. 


EArt. 
Then haste thee, for thy life, my boy, 
Bring mea man of God, 
One that can tell my guilty soul, 
Of Christ’s redeeming blood. 
R. W. TAYLER. 
Bristol. 


he had feJt in his mind. He considered, he had not onJy neglected and dishonored, but had openly defied 
his Maker, and had drawn many others into the like impurities ; so that he looked on himself as one that 
was in great danger of heing damned.” At asubsequent interview, however, he gaye an interesting ac- 
count of the manner in which he had obtained relief. ‘‘ He said, Mr. Parsons, in order to his conviction, 
read to him the fifty-third chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah and compared that with the history of our 
Saviour’s passion, that he might there see a history concerning it, written many ages before it was done, 
which the Jews that blasphemed Jesus Christ still held in their hands, as a book divinely inspired. He 
said to me, that as he heard it read, he felt an inward force upon him, which did so enlighten his mind, 
and conyince him, that he could resist it no longer, for the words had an authority which did shoot like 
rays or beams in his mind; so that he was convinced, not only by the reasonings he had about it, which 
satisfied his understanding, but by a power which did so effectually constrain him, that he did ever 
after as firmly-helieve in his Saviour, as if he had seen him in the clouds. He had made it be read 
so often to him, that he had got it by heart, and went through a great part of it in discourse with me, 
with a sort of heavenly pleasure, giving me his reflections on it. Before he died, he evinced his peni- 
tence in various ways ; among others, by signing solemnly, in the presence of witnesses, the following de- 
claration : “ For the benefit of all those, whom I may have drawn into sin by my example and encour- 
agement, I leave to the world this my last declaration, which I deliver in the presence of that great 
God, who knows the secrets of all hearts, and before whom I am now appearing to be judged, That from 
the bottom of my soul, I detest and abhor the whole course of my former wicked life; that I can never 
sufficiently admire the goodness of God, who has given me a true sense of my pernicious opinions, and 
vile practices, by which I have hitherto lived, without hope, and without God in the world ; have been 
an open enemy to Jesus Christ, doing the utmost despite to the Holy Spirit of Grace; and that the great- 
est testimony of my charity to such, is to warn them, in the name of God, and as they regard the wel- 
fare of their immortal souls, no more to deny his being, or his providence, or despise his goodness; no 
more to make a mock of sin, or contemn the pure and excellent réligion of my ever blessed Redeemer, 
through mute merits alone, I, one of the greatest of sinners: a. yet hope for mercy and forgiveness,~- 
Amen,’’—Eb. 
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The Sacred Writings of the Apostles and 
Evangelists of Jesus Christ, commonly 
styled the New Testament. Translated 
from the original Greek, by Doctors George 
Campbell, James Macknight, and Philip 
Doddridge. With Prefaces, various Emen- 
dations, and an Appendix, by ALEXANDER 
CamPBELL, of Bethany, U.S. From the 
fourth American edition. 1838. pp. Ix. 
456. xxx. Price 4s. 6d. cloth. 


Honour to the memory of William 
Tyndale! To no uninspired man is 
Britain so much indebted, At the peril 
of his life, which was eventually sacri- 
ficed, he gave the inhabitants of this 
land an intelligible, printed, English 
Testament, and thus imparted stability 
to an excitement which would otherwise 
most probably have died away, and dif- 
fused a light which no earthly power 
could extinguish. Honour to the me- 
mory of William Tyndale, the learned, 
the pious, the diligent, the self-denying 
friend of our country, whose translation 
is in many cases beautifully expressive, 
and every where perspicuous and faith- 
ful. 

Yet it would have been great weak- 
ness in our ancestors to confine them- 
selves pertinaciously to the words of 
Tyndale, and refuse to. avail themselves 
of the corrections which superior cru- 
dition and superior facilities supplied. 
To act in the spirit of Tyndale was in 
some cases to reject his renderings ; for 
the spirit of Tyndale inclined the pos- 
sessors of his mantle to make plain what- 
ever was obscure, and rectify whatever 
was erroneous. Many entered into his 
labours ; and many rendered some ser- 
vice, while they acquired a celebrity 
which they never would have attained 
had he not cleared the way before them, 
and left them the results of his industry 
and genius. But it was a great advan- 
tage to the investigators of truth, at the 

time when the spirit of religious inquiry 


was most prevalent, that they had in 


their hands a variety of Spear and 
opportunity to compare one with an- 
siien “OF this advantage King James 
directed the compilers of the standard 
version to avail themselves, specifying 
Tyndale’s, Coyerdale’s, Matthewe’s, 


Whitchurch’s, and the Geneva, as the 
translations which they should follow 
when they agreed better with the text 
than the Bishop’s Bible. And to this 
advantage they properly refer in their 
preface, saying, * Truly, good Christian 
reader, we never thought from the be- 
ginning that we should need to make a 
new translation, nor yet to make of a bad 
one a good one; (for then the imputa- 
tion of Sixtus had been true in some 
sort, that our people had been fed with 
gall of dragons instead of wine, with 
wheal instead of milk ;) but to make a 
good one better, or out of many good 
ones one principal good one, not justly 
to be excepted against ; that hath been 
our endeavour, that our mark.” They 
bear testimony, also, to the benefit which 
readers may derive from consulting more 
than one translation, and comparing the 
renderings of different translators. This 
they assign-as a reason for giving, with 
their version, marginal readings ; saying, 
“« Therefore, as St. Augustine saith, that 
variety of translations is profitable for 
the findingout of the sense of the scrip- 
tures; so diversity of signification and 
sense in the margin, where the text is 
not so clear, must needs do good; yea, 
is necessary, as we are persuaded. We 
know that Sixtus Quintus expressly for- 
biddeth that any variety of readings of 
their vulgar editions should be put in 
the margin; (which, though it be not 
altogether the same thing to that which 
we have in hand, yet it looketh that 
way ;) but we think he hath not all of 
his own side his fayourers for this con- 
ceit.. They that are wise had rather 
have judgments at liberty in differences 
of readings, than to be captivated to one, 
when it may be the other.” It is an 
unhappy thing that many persons, rest- 
ing in an ignorant carelessness upon the 
bare text of the common version, have 
become quite indifferent to those mar- 
ginal readings which the translators 
themselves thought necessary to the 
completeness of their work ; and it is to 
be regretted that so many copies of the 
Bible, comparatively, are published in 
that bald, imperfect state, which de- 
prives the reader of so valuable a part of 
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the translators’ labours. We grieve to 
think how much external attractions are 
preferred to intrinsic worth, whenever 
an octayo or quarto Bible, elegantly 
bound, is placed before us, which we 
perceive, on opening it, to be deyoid of 
marginal readings and references. It is 
equally to be lamented that the generally. 
conceded excellence of what is called 
the authorized translation has thrown 
previous versions in so great a degree 
into oblivion ; which is just as unreason- 
able as it would be, in a court of justice, 
to refuse to hear the testimony of several 
witnesses respecting an important and 
intricate. series of transactions, because 
one of their number was an intelligent 
and respectable man. 

It is a curious fact, that the persons 
who make the least use of a diversity of 
translations are the very persons who 
need them most. Learned men ayail 
themselves freely of their aid. Greek 
and Hebrew scholars of the first emi- 
nence examine and compare with the 
originals the translations of ancient and 
modem times; while men who under- 
stand no language but. their own, intent 
on discovering the true meaning of the 
sacred oracles, sigh over their inability 
to read the originals, and yet neglect to 
ayail themselves of what is incomparably 
the best substitute for a critical acquaint- 
ance with the original languages. Thus 
their attention becomes fixed on words 
rather than thoughts; they repeat 
phrases, the sound of which is so fami- 
liar, that they never think of their mean- 
ing; they view the inspired statements 
but in one light and from one point of 
observation ; they derive mysteries from 
particles and expletives ; and, too often, 
if conversed with on the subject, they 
seem inclined to give an affirmative an- 
swer to the pointed interrogatory of King 
James’s translators, “ Is the kingdom of 
God become words or syllables?” Many 
deyout but timid Christians are apprehen- 
sive that if they were to consult different 
versions of scripture it would unsettle 
their faith, and produce universal un- 
certainty. From the days of Jerome to 
the present time this has been sincerely 
urged, and amply refuted by appeal 
both to reasoning and.to fact. So far is 
this from being the case, that a com- 
parison of translations will confirm every. 
intelligent reader in the general correct-. 
ness of each; just as a comparison of: 


the evangelists confirms our faith in the | analogical, such a version convey 
general history, though it may occasion | sense more. perspicuously. than ato 
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some perplexity about details. Who 
would wish, in order to avoid the diffi- 
culty of harmonizing some parts of the 
gospels, to lay aside three of them, and 
confine himself to one? He might 
escape some inconveniences, but his 
loss would far exceed his gain. The 
mere English student will find that a 
comparison of different respectable trans- 
lations dissipates a host of suspicions 
that were lurking in his mind, and sheds 
on the representations of inspired men 
a new and unexpected lustre. 

About twenty years ago, a volume 
was published in this country, which 
gave the text, without the notes, of Dr. 
George Campbell’s Four Gospels, of Dr. 
Macknight’s Apostolical, Epistles, and 
of the remaining two books of the New 
Testament from the Expositor of Dod- 
dridge. The volume before us does the 
same, with this exception, that the editor 
has occasionally departed from the lan- 
guage of his authors, when it has ap- 
peared to him to be susceptible of im- 
provement. Some of his emendations 
are judicious, particularly in the epistles ; 
but the propriety of some is question- 
able. The substitution of the second 
person plural in dialogue, for the second 
person singular, though conformable with 
modern usage, seems to us unfavourable 
to the solemnity of the narrative. One 
alteration, which we must mention, is, 
that Mr. Campbell has thrown overboard 
King James’s beloved “ ecclesiastical 
words,” more completely than any of 
his, predecessors. Dr. George Campbell 
renders the word baptize, immerse, in 
some cases, but not when it refers to the 
initiatory ordinance. Thus he renders 
Luke xii. 50, “ I have an immersion to 
undergo, and how am I pained till it be 
accomplished ;” and Mark x. 35, “ Can 
ye drink such a cup as I am to drink, © 
and undergo an immersion like. that— 
which I must undergo?” but adheres to 
the word baptize in his account of ritual 
transactions. The reasons of that eminent 
critic = tes adherence were age toes 
ever, philological, but prudential. He . 
says, .“ We a dct oe Greek 
names where the Latins have deserted 
them, and have adopted them where the 
Latins have adopted them. Hence we _ 


say circumeision, and not peritomy; and 3 
-we do not say immersion, but baptism. — 


Yet when the language furnishes us with | 


materials for a version so exact and 
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name. For this reason I should think 
the word immersion (which, though of 
Latin origin, is an English noun, regu- 
larly formed from the verb to immerse) 
a better English name than baptism, were 
we now at liberty to make a choice. 
But we are not. The latter term has 
been introduced, and has obtained the 
universal suffrage: and, though not to 
us so expressive of the action, yet as it 
conveys nothing false, or unsuitable to 
the primitive idea, it has acquired a right 
by prescription, and is consequently en- 
titled to the preference.” Mr. Alexander 
Campbell, however, writes boldly, “John 
the Immerser ;” tells us that he said, ‘ I 
indeed immerse you in water,” and in- 
forms us that Jesus said to his disciples, 
** Go, convert all the nations, immersing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ; teaching 
them to observe all the things which I 
have commanded you.” 

This work has, therefore, special claims 
to the good will of those Christians of 
our own denomination who have desired 
the publication of an English New Tes- 
tament in which the word baptize should 
be translated, instead of being trans- 
ferred. We confess that we have no 
appetite for sectarian translations,or trans- 
lations having any object more specific 
than the manifestation of truth, impar- 
tially and completely. We should de- 
precate the publication of a version of 
which it should be the chief purpose to 
exhibit more clearly to view our own 
sentiments on any particular topic. 


There have been too many controversial | 


translations already. If we must have 
controversy, let us have it in any form 
rather than that of translation of the holy 
volume. ' But if in a version, issued on 
general principles, we find renderings 
conformable to our own views, we do 
not hesitate to say that we like the book 
the better for it. We quite agree with 
the editor of this work when he says— 

- € Tt is much more likely that we shall find 
a faithful and perspicuous translation coming 
from individuals, who, without concert or the 
solicitations of a party, undertake and accom- 


_plish it, having no national or sectional cause 


to abet ; than to expect to find one coming from 
those surrounded by a king and his court, and 
paid for their services out of the public trea- 
‘sury: convened, too, from one part of those 


elements of discord, which had distracted and | 


convulsed a whole nation.” 
~ The Prefaces and Appendix condense 


into a small compass a large quantity of 
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instructive matter, which will repay 
the attention of every cultivated mind, 
but will prove especially valuable to 
those reading and thinking men who 
lament the want of a classical educa- 
tion.. We do not know any work, of so 
low a price, which would render a dili- 
gent inquirer into the meaning of the 
apostolic writings one-tenth part of the 
assistance which is afforded in this small 
volume. 


Exposition of the First Epistle of Peter, con- 
sidered in reference to the whole system of 
Divine Truth, Translated from the original 
German of WILHELM STEIGER. By the 
Rev. Patrick Fairbairne. 2 vols. Edin- 
burgh. Price 10s., cloth. 


These volumes constitute the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth of the Biblical 
Cabinet, a work which has highly ‘ap- 
proved itself to all those who are anxious 
to obtain a critical knowledge of the 
Scriptures. The commentary of Arch- 
bishop Leighton on Peter is entirely dif- 
ferent in its whole construction and 
character ; but both Leighton and Steiger 
are eminent, each in his own way. ‘The 
former,-which is so well known and so 
deservedly estimated, is devotional and 
practical, calculated to promote elevated 
views, and to inspire heavenly affections; 
so that we can fully sympathise with the 
declaration of a distinguished divine, 
who said that he could never read a 
page of Leighton without receiving some 
spiritual benefit. To awaken holy feel- 


ing, to rouse, sanctify, and instruct in 


the mysteries of religion, were evidently 
the purposes of the good archbishop ; and 
he has succeeded to the admiration and 
joy of thousands, whose spirits have been 
refreshed by the livmg water he has 
drawn from the fountains of inspiration. 

The commentary before “us is, how- 
ever, of another kind ; not less important, 
though not at all experimental. Its ob- 
ject is to ascertain the meaning of the 
sacred original, and to explain with ac-- 
curacy its doctrinal peculiarities. ~For 
this purpose, every phrase is carefully 
examined, and every word of the origi- . 
nal subjected to a strict philological 
analysis. The opinions of other critics 
are adduced, so that the real sense is 
believed to be accurately fixed. But 
while this is one great and primary ob- 
ject, the author has been careful not to 
suffer the spirit of the original to evapo- 
rate in mere verbal correctness, but has ~ 
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most assiduously aimed, and, as we 
think, most successfully, to trace the con- 
nexion of doctrine and sentiment through 
the channel of exact words, and of a sig- 
nificant phraseology ; and we entirely 
agree with the translator that the exact 
and careful diligence which this com- 
mentary applies to ascertain and settle 
the foundations of Christian truth, the 
precision which it consequently gives to 
ourknowledge of the original expressions, 
the nicety with which it distinguishes 
between their full and proper import and 
what is often improperly ascribed to 
them ; the satisfactory clearness with 
which it elucidates the connexion of one 
part with another, and the untrammelled 
scriptural form in which it presents to our 
apprehension and confirms to our belief 
the several portions of that faith *‘ which 
was once delivered to the saints,” render 
it highly deserving public attention and 
patronage. While it is obvious that the 
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necessity for works of this description is 
peculiarly urgent in countries where 
every thing has been unsettled by a 
falsely renowned criticism—it is very 
important here ; for although the ortho- 
dox faith has not been successfully un- 
dermined by hetorodox writers and 
commentators, yet some of the institu- 
tions of primitive christianity have been 
concealed or perverted by the ignorance 
—in some eases, the wilful ignorance— 
of professed scholars, and the unhal- 
lowed artifices of a prejudiced misinter- 
pretation. 

We need not furnish extracts from a 
work so minutely critical, as we hope 
those to whom it is especially applicable, 
that is, all diligent students in biblical 
literature, will procure it ; but shall only 
add that it is worthy of standing on the 
same shelf (and this is no mean praise) 
with Ernesti, Tholuck, and Plancke. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Deity of Jesus Christ essential to the Chris- 
tian Religion: a Treatise on the Divinity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Written originally 
in French by JAMES ABBADDIE, D.D., 
Dean of Killaloe, in Ireland. Revised, 
corrected, and ina few places abridged, By 
Abraham Booth. 24mo. pp. 336. Price 
2s, boards, 


The fact that it was republished by the late 
venerable Abraham Booth, with a preface in 
which he extols it very highly, will be, to 
most of our readers, a sufficient recommenda- 
tion of this work. It illustrates in a popular 
style the following propositions: 1. If Jesus 
Christ be not the true God, of the same es- 
sence with his Father, the Mohammedan reli- 
gion is preferable to the Christian religion, and 
Jesus Christ inferior to Mohammed. 2, If 
Jesus Christ be not the true God, of the same 
essence with the Father, the Sanhedrim did 
an act of justice in causing him to be put to 
‘death ; and the Jews had sufficient reason to 
reject the preaching of his apostles, when they 
called them to believe on him. 3.°1f Jesus 
‘Christ be not the true God of the same essence 
with his Father, he and his apostles have led 


> 


tween the Old and New Testaments. 5. If 
Jesus Christ be not the true God, neither the 
ancient Jewish, nor the Christian religion is 
attended with sufficient criteria to distinguish 
it from imposture. Some objections to the 
doctrine are answered in the last section, and. 
‘same considerations adapted to relieve the 
mind respecting the difficulties which attend 
this great mystery” are adduced. 


Conversion of Dr. Capadose, of Amsterdam, a 
Portuguese Israelite. Written by Himself. 
Published by the Neufchatel Society of the 
Friends of Israel. Translated from the 
French, London, Price 6d. ars = 
A very interesting piece of Auto-biography. 

A touching account is introduced of the au- 

thor’s anxious endeavours to win to th fait 

of Christ, a brother, whose language on | 
occasion was, “ You are happier the 
admit, in having faith ; but, 
it with sincerity, I canno 
lieve that there has ever 
God.” 


revelation from 
ness, however, d 
pias: 


7 


‘us into a complicated and pernicious error, | ¢a 
4, If Jesus Christ be not of the same « essence | t! 


with his Father, there was no harmony 
tween the prophets and the apostles, 


my Saviour; he : 
must come to hi 
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Asia, Africa, and America, are his ; he must 
reign over the whole earth: let it be announ- 
ced in the synagogue that I die in his name,” 


Strike, but Hear. A correspondence be- 
tween the compiler of “‘ What? And who says 
it?” and the Editor of the Christian Observer ; 
with a Dedication to the conductors of that 
work, By JOHN SEARCH : London, 1838. 
8vo. pp. 64. price ls. 6d. 


This pamphlet owes its origin to the man- 
ner in which the previous production of “John 
Search” was referred to in the Christian Ob- 
server. It is a calm, but spirited exposure of 
great disingenuousness on the part of the 
Editor of that periodical. What answer he 
has to give we know not, but surely a regard 
to his own character will not suffer him to 
pass it by in silence. When shall we sce our 
periodical literature purged fronfthe foul stain 
of party spirit, and consecrated to the ad- 
vancement of truth and charity alone ? 


The Christian Visitor : or Select Portions of the 
Four Gospels, with Expositions and Prayers. 
Designed to assist the Friends of the poor 
and afflicted. By the Rev. WILLIAM Jow- 
ETT, M. A., Late fellow of St. John’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge. 1838: Post8vo. pp. 214. 
Price 3s. 6d., cloth. x 


The author published a volume previously, 
entitled ‘The Christian Visitor,” the subjects 
of which were taken from various parts of the 
old and new testaments: inthis he has con- 
fined himself to the four gospels, which pre- 
sent, in fact, the most suitable materials for 
his purpose. ‘¢ The design of the work is to 
assist visitors of the poor and afflicted ; who, 
while desirous of imparting the knowledge of 
plain scripture truth, may yet find it difficult, 
by conversation alone, to fix the attention of 
those whom they are visiting.” A prayer re- 
ferring to the subject of the address is append- 
ed toeach. It may afford assistance in the 
execution of the difficult work of conversing 
with ‘‘the poor and afflicted,” and in many 
cases may be advantageously lent. 


Self Dependence. A tale. By ELIZA PAGET, 
Author of “ the Young Disciple.” “ Village 
School Girls.’ ‘* Rose Talbot,” &ce. &c. 
London, 1838. pp. 331. Price 4s. 6d, 


cloth. 


Some of the characters of this tale are 
awn with considerable skill, and display 


much. knowledge of the human heart. A 


young lady quits the roof of an enlightened 
and affectionate governess, secure in the firm- 


x 


nfidence to a life of exemplary devot- 
o that Master whose service she has 
But feeling not her own weakness, 
s to seek aid from above, and con- 
falls easily into the snares of the 
, becoming lax in her duties, 
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of her principles, and looking forward | 


and gradually imbibing the spirit of the world. 
Happily, she is at length led by the hand of 
affliction, to perceive her error, and to mourn 
over her sins and self-deception, expressing 
her conviction, ‘‘that in religion there can 
be neither firmness nor consistency amongst 
those, who trust to the stedfastness of their 
own resolves, whilst God will give in fulfl- 
ment of his promise, both wisdom and strength 
to the humblest and most fearful of all who 
choose him for their dependence.”’ 


Sunday Afternoon Lectures : or Sermons preach- 
ed in the District Church of St. Mark, Pen- 
tonville. By the Rev. JOSEPH Jowett, 
M.A., Rector of Silk Willoughby, Sunday 
Afternoon Lecturer of St. Mark’s, and Do- 
mestic Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord 
Barham. WUondon, 1838. Price 5s. cloth. 


Simplicity, piety, and sound sense charac- 
terize these discourses. They are well adapted 
to an afternoon’s congregation, and may be 
safely commended as favourable specimens of 
plain, evangelical preaching, 


Poems of a Traveller. By the Rtv. JOHN 
HarTLey, M.A. Author of ‘* Researches 
tn Greece and the Levant.”” 24mo. pp. 157. 
Price 3s. cloth. 


Mr. Hartley’s former works will secure a 
favourable reception for this, It contains 
about forty short pieces of poetry, the sub- 
jects of which scem to have been suggested 
to him generally by scenes with which he 
became conversant in Greece, Switzerland, 
and France. ‘he greater part of them are 
introduced by explanatory notices of the in- 
cidents to which they refer. A Christian 
spirit pervades the whole. 


The Fear of the Lord the Guardian of Youth ; 
including a Series of Counsels and Warnings 

“to twelve distinct Classes of the Young. By 
JoHN Morison, D,D. Author of ‘ Coun- 
sels to Young Men on Modern Infidelity, and 
the Evidences of Christianity,” &c. &c. &c. 
London, 1838. 24mo. pp. 96. Price 
1s. 6d. cloth, 


If every young person were to imbibe the 
principles inculeated in this little book, and 
live according to the advice which it offers, 
more than half the evils which afflict society 
would be extirpated in less than twenty years. 


The Nature, Power, Deceit, and Prevalency.of 
Indwelling Sin in Believers ; together with 
the ways of its working, and means of preven- 
tion, opened, evinced, and applied. 


JoHN OWEN, D.D. 24mo., pp. 264. Price 
1s. 6d. cloth, 


We are happy to sce that this valuable piece 
of experimental theology is republished ata 
low price, and by a society which has exten- 
sive means of promoting its a eS 
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With a 
Resolution of sundry Casesof Conscience. By 


from one of the brethren at Berlin. 
“are exceedingly happy in their new relation 


encouragement. 
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PRUSSIA. 
FORMATION OF A BAPTIST CHURCH 
IN BERLIN. 

The Baptist Missionary Magazine, pub- 
lished by the board of Managers of the Bap- 
tist General Convention in the United States, 
contains the following interesting extract, 
from a letter addressed by a Missionary, Mr. 
Oncken, to the American Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions. It is dated, Hamburgh, 
August 10th, 1837. 

«« Whilst we have to record the Lord's con- 
tinued blessing to the church at Hamburgh, 
we rejoice to point you toa new field, which, 
in his gracious providence, has been opened 
tous. My tour to the capital of Prussia 
has been highly interesting, and has filled 
our hearts with joy and gladness. In it you 
will richly participate, when I inform you, 
that a little church, composed of six of God’s 
dear children, previously baptized ac- 
cording to the rule of God’s house, 
has been organised. A glorious _ tri- 
umph, indeed, of the truth of God, in the 
heart of a country, where everything is cal- 
culated to keep men from taking so decided 
astep. I need hardly observe, that these 
beloved brethren and sisters must have had 
severe struggles, before they took a step 
which may be attended with most serious 
consequences to their liberty and property : 
nothing but the full conviction derived from 


‘the word of God, that they were doing the 


will of God, could have induced them to 
take this solemn step. 


' “My stay at Berlin has been indeed a bless- 


ed time to me;—beside the formation of the 
church, and the administration of the Lord’s 
ordinances in their primitive simplicity, I 


“was permitted to preach the unsearchable 


riches of the gospel to numerous assemblies. 
I was still very weak in body, but enjoyed 
such an abundant measure of grace, that my 
infirmity was not felt; and while breaking 
the bread of life to others, my own soul was 
filled with the power and love of God, my 
Saviour. Though all these acts were unlaw- 
ful, according to the laws of the Prussian 
Government, the Lord was a wall of fire a- 


‘round us, and so no one molested us. 


IT have been favored with several letters 
They 


to the Lord, and each other. One of the 
brethren has exercised his gifts to the edifi- 


cation of the church, and meets with much | t ie 
They are amply rewarded | Th 
_ by their Lord for the odium cast upon them, | the 
on account of their profession, — 
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brethren, I commend this little band to your 
constant and warmest prayers. I have as- 
sured them of this, and they feel themselves 
happy in the consideration, and will derive 
rich blessings from its accomplishment. I 
shall have to visit the frontiers of Prussia as 
soon as I can, to baptize a young man, who 
will then constitute.a part of the church, 
with another young man, from Oldenburg, 
baptized last autumn. The church at Ber- 
lin will then consist of eight members.” 


HOLLAND. 
CONTINUED PERSECUTION OF DISSENTERS, 


The “‘ Archives du Christianisme” gives 
the following extract from the journal “ La 
Reformation,” which shows, that notwith- 
standing the appeals made to the King of 
Holland, and the clergy of that country, the 
persecution of dissenters is unabated. It 
now appears that the established clergy are 
not merely accessories to the crime, but that 
they are the instigators of the secular autho- 
rities, and actually prompt them to seek out 
officially for those who worship Godillegally, 
when they are not accused by unofficial in- 
formers. 

“The persecution still continues. Our 
brethren remain in prison on account of un- 
paid fines, which already amount to several 
thousand franes, but they enjoy peace in the 
Lord their God. The judiciary persecu- 
tions also are still carried on. During the 
last month, the high Court of Justice a the 
Hague have again annulled the decisions of 
the court at Amsterdam, which had acquitted 
our brethren. On the 14th of December, the 
tribunal of Fiel were-to pronounce sentence 
concerning the worship celebrated on the 
28th of October at Zuilichen, when our pas- 
tor, Mr. H. P. Scholte preached twice, bap- 
tized thirty-one children, and ordained seven 
elders and deacons. As the accused could 
not appear, we do not at present know the 
amount of the fines to which they were con-- 
demned. The tribunal of Amsterdam ad- 
heres firmly to their principle, that. the ar- 
ticles of the penal code cannot be applied, 
and that according to the fundamental law, 
religious liberty must apply to religious: meet-— 
ings ; ee it es those who — 
are accused of performing public worship. 
Nevertheless, the eeniedtiatine authority 


ments. pet 
ae oldiers are continue 
in t disperse by force 

Ahetigs which they can discover, 
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ot 


continues violently to oppose these judg- 
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ed before and behind by sentinels, who act 
in the most arbitrary way towards those who 
wish to enter, preventing them from doing 
so when there are two strangers in the house, 
and frequently when there are none. The 
complaints made on this subject to the com- 
mandant of the town, as well as to the officer 
of the guard, have not prevented a repetition 
of these insults, so that the domestic liberty 
of the citizens appears no longer regarded. 
Notwithstanding, the preaching of the gospel 
pursues its course, and is blessed in most of 
the provinces. ~ =~ ° 

‘In our last number we gave copies of 
the lettersand addresses of the Swiss church- 
es; and since, they have also been publish- 
ed by the Nederlandsche Stemmen, and the 
Olyftak; and the Journal de la Haye having 
mentioned them also, we may suppose that 
many pastors of the Ecclesiastical Reformed 
Society have seen them. Jt is not perhaps 
so well known, that it was the Synod of the 
same community, who first, in 1834, excited 
the persecution against our religious meet- 
ings, as may be seen by the report of the 
Synodal Commission among its acts, pages 
38, 39, where we read the following :— 

“¢ The commission has judged, first, con- 
cerning the existence of illegal religious meet- 
ings, which give place to disorder and schism 
in the neighbouring provinces; also, that it 
should importune his Excellency the Minis- 
ter, charged with the general direction of 
the reformed church, to employ his interven- 
tionand most powerful efforts with his Excel- 
lencythe Minister of Justice, thathe may send 
a decided command to the officers belonging to 
his department, namely, in the provinces of 
Groningen and Drenthe, to labour by every 
means in their power to maintain articles 
291 to 294 of the penal code of the kingdom 
without any information of a breach of the 
laws being laid before them. A copy of this 

_ request, accompanied bya dispatch from his 
Excellency, has been forwarded to his Ex- 
cellency the Minister of Justice. 

(Signed) H. H. DonKER CuRTIUsS, 
: : President. 
J. J. DeExmonrt, Secretary ’ 
“On Sunday, December 10th, the church 

‘of Utrecht met in the garret of a poor sister, 

a member of the church, to hear Mr. Scholte 

1 preach. (They had before been accustomed to 

assemble ina very convenient place with the 

permission of the authorities, who gave tick- 
ets of admittance; but these the church has 

 yenounced, because preaching, and the ad- 
inistration of the sacraments were prohi- 
bited, ‘since which, the entrance has been 
ed by soldiers.) Mr. Scholte was 

ng in the garret on Heb. x. 23, 24, 

r. Van Loenen, commissary of police, 
1 his agents to disturb the worship 

he persons present. Mr. Scholte 
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and Mr. Fakke, the elder of the church, 
alone remained. The commissary desiring 
them to go also, Mr. Scholte told him that 
his duties as commissary were fulfilled; that 
the meeting having retired, he did not con- 
sider himself bound to leave a place where 
there was evidently no possibility of his 
committing an act, which it was thought pro- 
per to term illegal; that, besides, the com- 
petent judge had acquitted him of crime, 
and he therefore besought the police to re- 
spect the sentence of the judge, but especial- 
ly personal liberty. But all was useless; 
every one was driven from the garret, the 
soldiers came up, and our pastor was thrown 
with violence to the foot of the stairs. A 
Roman Catholic, who lives below, received 
Mr. Scholte into his room, and the commis- 
sary after reckoning if more than twenty 
persons had been present, set out with his 
agents and the Soldiers The crowd which 
had assembled before the house contented. 
themselves with some abuse. Our pastor 
left without difficulty, and in the evening 
continued the preaching, which had been in- 
terrupted in the morning, in another house, 
without disturbance. The following Sab- 
bath, the sacrament of baptism was admin- 
istered inthe same church, On the 19th 
December, Mr. H. G. Klyn, elder of the 
church at Utrecht, and the wife of Mr. Van: 
der Horst,-were condemned by the tribunal 
to a fine of sixteen francs each, on account 
of areligious meeting held in the house of 
that lady. On the 27th of December, three 
of our brethren, inhabitants of Zalk, were 
set at liberty, after passing six months in 
the prison of Zwolle. Brother Van Unen, 
who was imprisoned some weeks after, re- 
mains there still, but the Lord will not leave 
himself without witness-towards him.” 


~ ANNUAL MEETINGS OF RELIGIOUS 
SOCIETIES. 


WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


April 30, 
The General Meeting was held in Exeter- 
Hall, John Hardy, Esq., in the Chair. The 


Report, which was read by the Rev. Dr. 
Bunting, stated that the principal or central 


stations occupied by the Society are one ~ 


hundred and eighty-six. The Missionaries 
are three hundred and seventeen, eighty- 


eight of whom are employed in the West 


India colonies. The total number of com- 
municants on the Mission Stations, according 
to the last regular returns, is sixty-six thou- 
sand and seven, being an increase of four 
thousand two hundred and four on the num- 
ber reported last year. This total does not 


| include the number under the care of the 


= 


. 
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Missionaries in Ireland. The returns of the 
children and adults in the Mission schools 
are as follows :—Ireland and other European 
Missions, 5,343; India and Ceylon, 6,512; 


South Sea Missions, 9,881; South Africa, | 


2,145; Western Africa, 1,365 ; West Indies, 
16,946; British North America. Including 
the Chippewa and Mohawk Indians, 7,088 ; 


—total 49, 280; being an increase of 2,174 | 


on the number reported last year, including 
Missionaries and their wives forty-six per- 
sons have been sent out by this Society 
since the last Anniversary. Intelligence 
has been received during the year of the 
death. of the following much-lamented Mis- 
sionaries :—The Rev. Edward Maer, and 
the Rey. Benjamin Crosby, Sierra Leone ; 
the Rev. George O. Wrigley, and the 
Reverend Peter Harrop, Cape Coast; the 
Rev. Henry Wilkinson, St. Mary’s; the 
Rev. James D. Jackson, Jamaica; the Rev. 
William Ellis, Newfoundland. The ordi- 
nary income of the Society for the past year, 
besides sums amounting to more than £8000, 
received for Special purposes, or from 
sources merely occasional and casual, has 
been £73,875—an increase of £5,891. The 
Expenditure of the year has, however, 
greatly exceeded the Income; and the Soci- 
ety is actually in debt to the Treasurers on 
the Balance-Sheet for 1837. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
May 1. 

.At the thirty-eighth Anniversary of this 
Society, which was held in Exeter Hall, the 
Earl of Chichester presided. The Report 
was read by Mr, Jowett, and contained 
statements of which the following is an out- 
line. Since their last Anniversary, the 
income of the Society in donations, sub- 
scriptions, contributions from Associations, 
and legacies, had amounted to 83,4477. The 
Society’s income during the preceding year 
had been 71,727/., being an increase in this 
year of 11,72 The Society was becoming 
daily more and more spread throughout the 
country, for the increase in donations had 
amounted to nearly 2,000/.; legacies, 4,000/.; 
contributions from Associations, 17,0001. 
Great as was the increase in the past year, 
it had been exceeded by the expenditure, 
which amounted to 86,540/. This large 
outlay has been occasioned by the sending 
out twenty-five more missionaries than had 
been sent out since the formation of the 
Society. In west Africa a new missionary 
who had been sent out, had met with a most 
favourable reception. From south-east Africa, 
the Rev. Mr. Owen had transmitted the 


most favourable accounts of the progress of 
country, the | 
King had at length been induced to give the | 


the mission, In the Zoolu 
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missionary a most favourable reception, and 
had, with several of his people, heard the 
missionary preach, through an interpreter, 
Jesus and the resurrection. In the Medi- 
terranean Mission, and those of Asia Minor, 
Calcutta, and northern India, the accounts 
of the progress of the Society were most 
favourable. In mentioning the statements 
transmitted as to the Madras and Southern 
India mission, the Report expressed the 
deep regret which the committee felt at the 
loss sustained by the Society in the death of 
that excellent prelate, Bishop Corie, to 
whose usefulness they were much indebted 
for promoting the objects of the Society. 
In Madras, as in other parts of India, there 
had of late sprung up an extensively in- 
creased desire. amongst the people for the 
benefit of education, [n Tinnevelly, the 
Committee regretted to state, there had 
arisen some differences and troubles which 
had tended to retard the missionary progress ; 
but still notwithstanding, it had pleased 
Almighty God to bless the labours of some 
by the addition to the faithful there of 200 
from Heathenism. From the Bombay and 
Western India Mission, the excellent Bishop 
of that district had forwarded the most 
favourable accounts. The Report next 
stated that the Committee had presented 
memorials to the directors of the East India 
Company, and also to the Board of Control, 
respecting the Abolition’ of the pilgrim-tax, 
and there was reason to hope that these 
applications would be attended with a. fa- 
vourable result. In Ceylon, the mission had 
derived most important advantages from the 
increased knowledge, experience, and abil- 
ity, of the native agents. In China, the 
Committee regretted to state, that the sys- 
tematic opposition of the Chinese Govern- 
ment had created great obstacles to the 
progress of the mission. In New Holland 
some obstacles had arisen, as also in New 
Zealand, from intestine wars among the 
aborigines. In some of their recent san- 
guinary contests, 500 had fallen, and been 
followed by the most horrible and revolting 


scenes of cannibalism; thus showing what — 


man is without the light of the Gospel, and 
showing also the effects and evilinfluence of 
some who were Christians only in name. 
Yet in some of those districts the mission- 


exertions 


oataoas 


- cost him more than £80. 
the Committee purchased a third, at the ex- 
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Report stated, that the Committee, in sur- 
veying the different missions in connexion 
with the Society, had to rejoice and give 
glory to God for the success with which, on 
the whole, he had been pleased to bless 
their labours. 


CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION SOCIETY. 


May 1. 

The Thirteenth Annual Meeting of this 
important Institution was held on the Even. 
ing of Tuesday, in Exeter Hall, Sir Culling 
Eardley Smith, Bart. took the Chair. 

The Rev. J. BLACKBURN read the Report. 
It commenced by detailing the state of the 
eighty-seven associations of visitors found 
in different parts of the Metropolis, of which 
the following is a summary :— 


% | & 5 E 

<x = ou 
London . 11 | 241 | 2 | 19 | 7,664 
Finsbury + 112 | 286 | 2 | 12 | 7,090 
Mary-le-bone . | 4 10 OEee So 
W estminster 2 85 2) 1,406 
Tower Hamlets |23 | 637 | 3 | 43 |14,692 
Southwark . 11 | 286 | 2°| 24°) 6,578 
Lambeth 9} 114/)1 4 | 3,066 
Greenwich . 3 TQ] 3 | 2,313 
Suburban +112 | 107 | 4 | 15 | 4,679 
Thus presenting as Ses Kae > erg eee 

the gratifying \ 87 |1898 115 |124 |50,639 

. totalof . 


By those operations upwards of 252,000 
individuals were brought under the influence 
of the Society. More than 3800 cases of 
distress were relieved during the past year, 
either with money, food, clothing, or medi- 
cine. By the voluntary agents, 143 copies 
‘of the Scriptures have been circulated; 
2927 children were obtained for Sunday and 
day-schools, and there had been sent to the 
families under visitation not less than 
1,800,000 religious tracts. At the com- 
mencement of the last summer, the commit- 
tee renewed their arrangements for field and 
‘street preaching with more than usual ener- 
gy, having been much encouraged by the 
truly liberal donation of Sir Culling Eard- 
ley Smith, who presented the Society with 
two elegant and commodious tents, which 
Besides these, 


pense of the Society, which, with three others 


already in their possession, enabled them to 
pitch six of these Christian tabernacles in 


different suburban stations. At the six sta- 
tions there were, during the season, 240 re- 
ligious services, each of which was on an 

verage attended by 230 persons. 240 reli- 
gious services were held in the open air, at 
which am average audience of 120 hearers 


fi 
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was obtained. Four courses of lectures had 
been delivered in different parts of the me- 
tropolis. The committee had continued, by 
correspondence and the grant of tracts, to 
encourage the formation and to aid the sup- 
port of similar associations in the towns and 
villages of the United Kingdom. They had 
voted supplies of covered tracts, and such 
other publications of the Society, to 14 asso- 
ciations. 

THomas CHALLIS, Esq. the Treasurer, 
then presented his account; from which it 
appeared that the expenditure of the Society 
during the year had amounted to £1525, but 
the receipts to £1347 only, leaving a balance 
due to him of nearly £200. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
May 2. 


Lord Bexley, the President, presided over 
the Thirty-Fourth Anniversary of this So- 
ciety. 

An abstract of the Report was read 
by the Rey. A. BRANDRAM, assisted by the 
Rev. G. BRowNE (by whom it had been 
drawn up :) from which it appeared, that the 
issues of the Year had amounted to 594,398 ; 
being 369,764 issued at home, and 224,634 
from Depots abroad; being the largest num- 
ber of copies circulated from the Foreign 
Depots of the Society in any year since its 
commencement. The total number of copies 
issued by the Society since its commence- 
ment was 10,888,043. 

The Receipts of the Society during the 
year had amounted to £97,237. 1s. 1ld.; 
of this sum, the principal item was £31,892, 
16s. received in free contributions from 
auxiliary societies, being an increase of 
£1258. 16s. 4d. over the amount received 
from the same source in the previous year. 
The legacies had amounted to £11,911. 15s. 
3d.; being £1916. 4s. Td. more than in the 
preceding year. The amount received in 
donations had been £4,480 5s. 7d. The 
Total Expenditure of the Society, during 
the year, had amounted to £91,179. 14s. l1d. 
and its engagements on the 3lst of March 
exceeded £68,000. $ 

Two Bishops of the Established Church 
who were present, the Bishop of Chester 
and the Bishop of Norwich, distinguished 
themselves by the liberal tone of their ad- 
dresses. The latter, in referring to the in- 
fancy of the Society, said, ‘I will candidly _ 
confess, that in those early days, I was led, 
by the persons with whom I lived, by the 
companions with whom I associated, to look 
with some little degree of prejudice upon 
the Bible Society. I was told, and I thought, 
that it might be a dangerous instrument ; 
that it would upset the Church ; that it would 
derange the order of things; in fact, I did 
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not exactly know what I thought—which, I 

believe, is the case with a great many. But 
tam indebted to the Bible Society, perhaps, 
for what I conceive to be the most valuable 
principle which I hold ; I am indebted to it 
for this principle, that of laying aside preju- 
dice, and looking at a case on both sides. I 
was told that the Bible Society was danger- 
ous; that it would do this, that, and the 
other ; that it would overthrow the Church ; 
that it would excite infidelity, and I cannot 
tell what: but at the same time there was, 
in the violence and the acrimony of the 
charges brought against it, something which 
induced me to see if nothing could be said 
for it. I did so; and I hope and trust, that 
to the end of my life, as in earlier days, I 
shall adopt nothing in haste, from ignorance, 
or from prejudice, but calmly and carefully | 
look on both sides of every question. I 
may be wrong—some people may think me 
so; but that which is called the fundamental 
principle of the Bible Society, and which I 
once thought, and some still think, extremely 
dangerous, I now believe to be a most valu- 
able principle; and that is, that on this 
platform, and in this room, people of all 
persuasions and sects meet together; here 
we meet, not as Churchmen, not as Dissent- 
ers; but, if I may be permitted to use a 
homely phrase, we pocket our differences, 
and meet as Christians. Our object is one 
and the same; we are to go forth, all in the 
name of the Lord ; we fight under the same 
banner; that banner isthe CROSS OF CHRIST; 
and we may let our motto be, In hoc signo 
vinces!” 

No allusion appears to have been made 
on this occasion, by any speaker, to the la- 
mentable departure of this Society from its 
original course, of which our denomination 
especially has reason to complain, or to Mr. 
Hinton’s impressive and unanswered pam- 
phlet on the subject. 


SUNDAY ASCHOOL, UNION. 
May 3. 


The large room at Exeter Hall was throng- 
ed soon after the doors were opened. 

Mr. Watson announced to the assembly, 
that he had received a letter from Sir Culling 
Eardley Smith, regretting the worthy Baro- 
net’s inability to take the chair. Circum- 


stances had arisen which rendered it neces- 

sary that he should leave town that morning. 

In his absence he had great pleasure in 
stating that their treasurer, W. B, Gurney, - 
Esq., would take the chair. : 
The-services having been commenced by 
singing and prayer, fiir cand : 
"Phe Chairman said, It was unnecessary to 


offer many remarks previous to the reading 


Ls ¢ 


- of the report. ‘The Society had now been | 
Peres tree Papas Gals lS aS 


| the present time was 
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established thirty-five years. He saw but 
ove individual present, with whom he was 
accustomed to associate at its commence- 
ment ; they had all passed to their reward, 


{ Much had been done, but much yet remain- 


ed to be effected. He trusted that no Sun- 
day-school teacher, that no friend of this 
Society, would be content with what they 
had accomplished, so long as there was a 
single child in their neighbourhood which 
needed instruction. ‘The report would be of 
an encouraging character. The present as- 
sembly knew litile of the difficulties ex- 
perienced in carrying on this work forty years 
ago. They were then told, that they ought 
to pay masters to teach the children, that it 
was beneath them as ladies and gentlemen to 
teach the poor. Many, however, overcame 
those difficulties, bore the reproach with 
which they were assailed, and set an exam- 
ple which had since been nobly followed by 
thousands of their countrymen and country- 
women. He rejoiced to find so many engaged 
in this duty; he hoped that their number 
would be increased. He considered himself 
as addressing Sunday-school teachers, but 
there were, no doubt, those present who 
were not engaged in that important field of 
labour. He trusted that the remarks made 
on the present occasion would be such as to 
induce them to enlist themselves in the ser- 
vice, and that in future years of their life, 
they would be carrying on the good work, 
and beholdirg the triumphs of the Redeemer 
in the children who, through their instru- 
mentality, had been brought to the know- 
ledge of Christ. ‘ 

Mr. Warsow then read the report, which 
commenced by detailing the foreign and 
colonial operations. Grants had been made 
to schools in Denmark, France, Portugal, 
Corfu, and South Australia. From Van 
Dieman’s Land the accounts were very en- 
couraging. Throughout the West Indies, an 
ardent desire for education was evinced by 
the negroes. Great efforts had been made 
by the American Sunday-school Union to 
establish schools in every part of the United 
States. The report then adverted to home 
proceedings. It stated that, through the in- 
disposition of their highly esteemed secretary, 
Mr. W. F. Lloyd, he had been compelled to 
tender his resignation of office as secretary ; 
at the request, however, of tha batnntes: 
he continued to hold the office, the other secre. 
taries engaging to undertake his duties, 
Twelve grants had been madeinaidoftheex- __ 
penses of erecting school-rooms, amounting to 3 
£172. The totalnumber of grants madeupto 
time was 135, amounting to — 
£2947. Mr. Wilson, thetravelling event faa 
held his vu val meetings, which had been well 
atte . The number of grants made to 
iday-schoc 1 lending libraries this ae 

201, making the total number of 
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365. Application for libraries still con- 
tinued, The number of children taught in 
the schools which had receivedlibraries was 
58,139, of whom 29,917 were able to read 
the Scriptures. Grants of money end other 
contributions had been made during the 
year, to the amount of £149.6s.5d. The 
following was a summary of the return of 
the four London auxiliaries : 


Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 

South-.2 3253 Verne On 1,062.2 915,020 
WapSseses Aare ee lek - 15935: 205042 
Westis-. 3s. ; 240 2,880 30,520 
BNGrtlityass so Sizes as 101 1,950 18,283 
Total . . ..< 577 8,447. 84,365 
Being an increase of 11 Er 1,625 


‘The sales of the publications at the De- 
pository during the past year amounted 
to £10,321, 2s. 23d. being an increase of 
£1,246. 11s. id. over the preceding year. 

The Union tune-book had been completed, 
and the demand for it continued unabated. 
Several new works on education had been 
published during the year. The attention of 
the committee had been directed to the ex- 
ertions making to enable the blind to read. 
The first-class book had been printed for 
them, and a considerable number had been 
sold. Several donations had been received 
in the course of the year. The present num- 
ber of subscribers to the library and reading- 
rooms was 160. Several books had been 
added to the library, and lectures had been 
delivered which were well attended. The 
total amount of grants made for benevolent 
purposes during the year ending 31st of 
March, 1838, was £1540. 11s. 11d. 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 
May 4. 


The thirty-ninth anniversary of this excel- 
lent Institution was held at Exeter-hall, and 
‘the large room was crowded by a most re- 
“spectable audience, Samuel Hoare, Esq., 
took the chair. 

The Report referred to the operations of 
the Society in China, Malacca, Penang, and 
Java, and the grants made for the publication 


of religious tracts. In Burmah the paper sent. 


out by the society had been found most use- 


presses continually at work, they could not 
_ meet the demands of the natives for religious 


tracts. : 
The society has made a special grant of 

1,000, for the publication of books for native 
Christians in India, and for supplying with 
varies the colleges established by the Cal- 


Committee of Public. Instruction ; in 


different societies labouring. in that 


3 ful; but though the missionaries had three 


to which, 1,678/. had been voted. 
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Upwards of 116,000 publications have 
been sent to Australia, and the. missions in 
New Zealand have been supplied with print- 
ing paper. The Rev. John Williams, on 
his departure for Polynesia, received from 
the society 24,000 copies of ten works for 
young people, in the Tahitian and Rarotonga 
dialects. 

The society has continued its efforts for 
South Africa, Madagascar, and Spanish 
America. Upwards of 80,000 tracts have 
been sent to the West Indies, and 216,632 
to the British American Colonies. In France 
a variety of useful works are in progress, 
particularly a Commentary upon the Scrip- 
tures, and translations of Dr. Wardlaw’s 
Lectures on the Socinian Controversy, the 
Life of the Rev. Henry Venn, and the Re- 
formed Pastor. In Spain and Portugal a 
considerable number of tracts have been dis- 
tributed, and the societies in Germany and 
Russia are actively engaged in the diffusion 
of scriptural truth. 

The grants made to Scotland, Ireland, 
and other home objects, amount to 2,075,168, 
in addition to 513 libraries of the society’s 
work voted to Day and Sunday-schools, 
Union-houses, and otber important ob- 
jects. The publications circulated during 
the year amount to 15,939,567. The total 
benevolent income of the society is 
5,7211, 18s, 10d.; its grants, 8,184, 9s. 9d.; 
being 254621, 10s. 11d. beyond the amount 
of such benevolent income. The sales in 
the year were 49,284/. 9s.; the society’s 
total receipts 62,0541. 9s. 2d. 

A resolution having been proposed, ap- 
proving the exertions of the society to pro- 
mote the diffusion of Divine truth in China, 
the Rev. W. Medhurst said that the Reli- 
gious Tract Society had devoted several 
thousand pounds for the printing of tracts in 


}-China, and half a million of tracts had been 


printed, The members of the Protestant 
mission there had composed upwards of 100 
tracts of from 30 to 50 pages each, several 
thousands of which had been circulated 
through the whole of the Malayan Archi- 
pelago, and along the coast of China itself. 
They were not tracts for this time or that 
time, but for eternity. In writing tracts for 
China it was necessary to consider the 
views, feelings, and sentiments of the Chi- 
nese. 
character and opinions. He found that they 
had a number of religious festivals among 
them, which the people followed with the 


He therefore sat down to study their — 


greatest avidity. He wrote tracts against 


the feast of the tombs, which the Chinese 
were in the habit of celebrating every spring, 
and against feeding hungry ghosts, to which 
they were much addicted. They imagined 
that the future world was like the present, 
and.as in the present world they, needed 
food, so in another state spirits needed it 
also, and therefore they sacrificed various 
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eatables. The missionaries felt deeply for 
the famishing souls of China; they were 
solicitous that the Lamb in the midst of. the 
throne might feed them and wipe away all 
tears from their eyes. With that view they 
had written tracts to counteract the preju- 
dices of the Chinese against. Christianity. 
One of the Chinese was much exasperated 
at the efforts of the missionaries, and wrote 
atract against the tracts. The writer said that 
it was preposterous for barbarians to think of 
teaching the inhabitants of the Celestial City 
morals, particularly when they were so de- 
ficient themselves of the five cardinal virtues. 
Those virtues were, benevolence, wisdom, 
justice, propriety, and truth ; and the bar- 
barians possessed -but one of them. Where, 
he asked, was their benevolence when they 
came with opium to their shores, and poi- 
soned the people by thousands? With re- 
gard to justice, where was their equity, 
when they sent armies and navies to couquer 
undefended people? As to propriety, that 
was out of the question, when men and 
women ate together and walked side by side. 
As: to wisdom, they dis-esteemed the an- 
cient Chinese sages; they would not read 
the books of their philosophers, and, there- 
fore, how could they get wisdom? Truth 
appeared to be the only quality which the 
barbarians possessed. In that way the 
Chinese endeavoured to overturn the. efforts 
of the missionaries. But there were instances 
of a different kind. In the town where he 
had resided, a Chinese entered the house 
with a serious countenance, and asked a con- 
ference with him in private. He was intro- 
duced into-his study, and the man requested 
that he might be admitted to the ordinance 
of baptism. He (Mr. M.) had:never seen 
the man before, and asked him how he could 
think of being baptized? The man replied, 
«‘ Though you know not:me, I know you; I 
have not seen: your countenance before, but 
Thave your tracts, and they have brought 
me to asense of my condition.” He found 
that the man’s notions on the subject of re- 
ligion were correct and clear, and he spoke 
with a feeling which was ‘seldom witnessed 
in sceptical and hard-hearted Chinese. The 
rev. gentleman then related several anecdotes 
illustrative of the avidity with which the 
Chinese received the tracts, and expressed 
his opinion that the same disregard would 
be paid to the edicts of the emperor against 
Christianity as to those against the importa- 
tion of opium. : 


avai Goat ‘Fe 4 
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» BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. — 
iw pes 4 ‘e a Fy : : 
MATTE 899 3 May Meth we: Arse 
eo At. the thirty-third anniversary of this 
society, held also in Exeter-hall, Lord John 
‘Russell,, in opening the business of the 
Meeting, made some interesting and impor- 
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tant statements. He said, ‘I have on 
various occasions ventured to assume. the 
chair, when it has been proposed to me to 
have that honour, at meetings of the British 
and Foreign School Society; not so much 
because I supposed that any qualifications 
of mine fitted me for the discharge of that 
high duty, but because J happen to be nearly 
related to one who, at the commencement of 
this society—now thirty years ago—-took a 
prominent part in founding. and establishing 
this association. When we look back to that 
period—when we consider how much in 
those days men’s minds were occupied with 
other, and, to them, more stirring matters— 
itis a question of the greatest interest now 
to consider whether, in establishing this 
society, and laying down the principles upon 
which its proceedings were to be conducted, 
those who took that prominent part laid down 
principles which are fit and worthy to be 
adopted, or whether subsequent inquiry and 
subsequent facts should induce us either to 
abandon or to materially alter those princi- 
ples. When Isay the principles upon which 
this society was established, I do not now al- 
lude to the various improvements made in what 
may be termed the mechanical part of edu- 
cation ; but I allude to two principles which 
I think were laid down at the commence- 
ment—that, in the first place, lessons from 
the Bible should form a great part of the oc- 
cupation of the schools—that the minds of 
the young should be taught, not only the 
path and the duties of morality, but that those 
duties should be enforced and elevated and 
pervaded, by giving them in the words of 
scripture truth. The other principle which 
the society laid down was, that, without de- 
ciding, or pretending to decide, among va- 
rious religious bodies in this country—that 
while they gave, in the words of the Bible, 
truths which all communities in this country, 
with small exceptions, allowed, and, with 
no very considerable exceptions, in the same 
words which they allowed, yet that. cate- 
chisms,, whether drawn up by the church or 
by other religious bodies, should not be en- 
forced as a necessary part of that education. 
Now, upon considering these principles— 


upon reading what has been said on both | 


sides both against the one and the other of 
them—I at least must. declare, tha ing 
which the experience of those thirty years of 
practical teaching has produced—has in the 


least altered my opinion that they are prin- 


ciples conformable to sound reason—con- 
formable to the opinions of the majority ak 
the people of this Christian land, and con- 


formable to those great lessons of religious — 
freedom which are impla 


implanted in every part 


of our Lord’s wo vand-in: every part of our: 
constitution. But-at. th is time, when, as I : 


‘likewise to 


tion of education hi 
| increasing interest, it beh 


consider what means can ] 
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to enlarge'and extend the sphere in which 
education is given to our people, because 
there is no need of shutting our eyes to the 
fact that, whether in point of extent, or 
whether in point of quality, there does not 
prevail, even in this enlightened country, 
that general and sound education of the 

eople, of all classes, which ought to prevail, 
and which I hope will prevail, and which I 
hope that we may be spared in our life-time 
to see accomplished. I do not propose to 
enter here into the modes in which that 
education may be extended, in what manner 
the aid of the Government, in what manner 
the sanction of legislation, can be best given 
to promote this great object; but this I may 
say, being connected with that Government, 
that I must beg of you to believe that the 
abstinence which has hitherto taken place of 
bringing forward any large measure upon that 
subject was not the consequence of indiffer- 
ence to the cause of education, but the re- 
verse. That which is enacted in this country 
is not the decree of an arbitrary sovereign, 
or the hasty and ill-considered decision of 
the multitude ; the enactments of this coun- 
try ought to be the result of enlightened dis- 
cussion and dispassionate investigation, and 
of the general conviction of the people that 
such enactments tend to promote their hap- 
piness, and are suitable to the condition in 
which they live. Now, it is our opinion 
that by attracting attention more and more to 
this great subject, by allowing discussions 
to take place without interposing any strict 
rule of our own which might at first meet 
with opposition, we are more likely to come 
to a decision in which various parties, various 
religious bodies will agree, than if we were 
to begin in the first place before the public 
opinion was matured, and before the public 
mind had come to an agreement on this sub- 
ject. Itis therefore that I look with peculiar 
anxiety to this meeting more than those 
that have usually taken place. No doubt it 
is consolatory to those who in other times 
took a deep interest in this question to see 
that that interest, has now nearly pervaded 
the whole community ; undoubtedly it is 
satisfactory to think that while the triumphs 
of our enemies were exciting the applause 
and the gratitude of the nation, there were 
others laying the foundation of those senti- 
ments of peace and good-will which might 
tend in future, as 1 think all sound and 
general education will-tend, to put an end to 
those barbarous conflicts in which nations 
have long indulged, And now, therefore, 
that that time has arrived when this subject 
does excite that pervading interest, 1t must 
_ be still more agreeable to find, as I think we 
- sball find, that whatever may now be done, 
whe y public bodies, or whether by 
: ment itself, that those principles which 
y ve adopted, that of those principles 
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which thirty years ago you laid down for 
guidance, you have no need now to be 
ashamed of, you have no cause now to rétract ; 
but that by adherence to those principles, 
founded on just conviction, mixed with no 
passion, mixed with no foolish wish to pre- 
serve particular rules merely because you 
have laid them down before—by a steady 
adherence to those great principles, and by 
a wise and temperate concession as to detail 
——you are likely to advance the education of 
this great people, and to promote their hap- 
piness—you are likely to diminish crime— 
you are likely to make them fit both for the 
duties which they have to perform in their 
mortal stage below, and for that immortal 
character which belongs to the souls of men. 
And now, having stated thus much to the 
meeting, | will only say, further, that al- 
though the relation, the parent to whom I 
have alluded, is now distant from this coun- 
try, and although his health has not enabled 
him for some time to attend a meeting of 
this kind, I cannot omit to state, as a duty to 
him and to you, that he feels the liveliest 
interest in all your proceedings. I may state, 
haying spoken of that which is more my 
personal duty, I may go much higher, and 
say, that the daughter of that illustrious 
prince who took so deep an interest in the 
first commencement of the society—that the 
illustrious princess who now fills the throne 
of these-realms, has no greater desire than to 
see that every society, every bedy of men 
who are now occupied in this sacred task of 
education, may prosper and speed, and that 
while you are improving the character of the 
people, you will increase the happiness and 
satisfaction of the sovereign.” : 
The Secretary then read the report. It 
stated, that her Majesty had become the 
patroness of the society, and had announced 
her intention of subscribing 100/.-per annum 
towards its funds. It then paid a tribute to 
the late Duke of Kent, who was one of the 
founders of the society. The model-schools, - 
and the schools generally throughout the 
country, were never ina state of greater effi- 
ciency. 752 boys and 450. girls had been 
admitted into the Borough schools during 
the past year, making the total number re- 
ceived ina single establishment alone, 48,244, 
The examination of the girls’ school, which 
took place a short time ago, was very satis- _ 
factory. The Earl of Chichester, on that 
occasion, took the chair. The committee 
had introduced into the higher classes the 
study of the philosophy of common things. — 
Attention had been particularly directed to 
the training of suitable young persons for 
teachers, and it was therefore proposed to 
detain the candidates for a much longer time — 
than had hitherto been customary. But the 
state of the funds had, to a great extent, pre- 
vented the committee from ic Ni 
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intentions into effect.. There were in train- 
ing, at the date of the last report, 44 teachers ; 
since then, 196 had been admitted. Of these, 
83 had been appointed to boys’ schools, and 
68 to girls’ schools; 21 had been agents 
either of the Missionary Society, or of the 
London Society for Promoting Education in 
the East; 26 had withdrawn from ill health, 
or in consequence of proving unsuitable ; 
and 42 were now in training. Notwith- 
standing the efforts which had been put forth 
in the cause of education, England was still, 
to a great extent, inhabited by an uneducated 
people. The connexion between ignorance 
and crime had been pointed out in a remark- 
able manner, by the criminal returns of the 
metropolitan police. In 1837, 28,496 per- 
sons had been taken into custody who could 
neither read nor write; 28,141 who could 
only read and write imperfectly ; 6,715 who 
might be said to read and write well; and 
1,063 who had received a good education. 
- While of the two former classes, 2,099 were 
sent for trial and convicted, only 204 of those 
who could read and write well, and only 23 
of those who had received a good education, 
were found guilty of violating the laws of 
their country. Mr. Horner, in his report of 
the factory children, stated, that above 13 
years of age there were 493 per cent. of the 
boys who could not read, and 57 per cent. 
who could not even write their names; 57 
per cent. of the girls who could not read, and 
88 per cent. who could not write their names. 
‘Applications had been received from 47 
places for schools, by which provision had 
been made for the education of 12,510 chil- 
dren. The erection of these buildings had 
cost 18,5191. The amount granted from the 
Treasury was 6,090/. Memorials for 51 
additional schools remained undecided. The 
report detailed at considerable length the 
progress of education in the West Indies, 
and went.on to observe that the financial 
state of the society was still unsatisfactory. 
Nothing short of additional annual subscrip- 
tions to the extent of 1,000/. could sustain 
the committee under the heavy load thrown 
upon them in consequence of the enlarge- 
ment of.a training establishment. The an- 
nual receipts, irrespective of auxiliary asso- 
ciations, only amounted to 700l., while the 
training alone cost the committee 1,2801. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
May 10. 


The large room of Exeter-hall began to fill | 


at an early hour, and long before the time 
‘appointed for the commencement of the pro- 
ceedings every seat was occupied. At half- 
past mine o’clock, Mr. Baines, M.P, for. 
Leeds, took the chair. = 


- The Rey. W. Ellis read fcc abstract of the 


‘report, from which it appeared that the South. 
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Sea mission had been favoured with’ marry 
proofs of Divine compassion and support. 
The Chinese still excluded the ministers of 
reconciliation from their country. In India, 
the revival of piety at some of the most im- 
portant stations encouraged to perseverance. 
The progress of the Siberian mission, as 
compared with former years, was satisfac- 
tory. In the Ionian isles, education was 
vigorously advancing ; and the interests of 
religion, especially at Corfu, appeared to be 
taking deeper root, In Southern Africa the 
peace of the colony continued unbroken. 
The mission in the West Indies partook in 
the general advancement, though some of the 
most valuable labourers, including the Rev. 
John Wray, father of the West Indian mis- 
sion, had been removed by death, The 
darkness which hung over Madagascar at 
the last anniversary still remained. The 
following was the number of missionary 
stations and out-stations belonging to the 
society, in different parts of the world, mis- 
sionaries labouring at the same, &c. &c.:— 


Stations and Mission- Assistants, 
Out-stations. aries. Native, &e. 
South Seas .... 50 ........ | Bere sey. T4 
Ultra Ganges .. 5 .....00- T vseecssves 4 
East Indies,...319 .....+.- Oar o*. «388 
RUSSIA». -caget ee Ors chaser Ose sanee 1 
Mediterranean — 1) .s2 ccc dD cscccccese _ 
South Africa 
and African | 36 Sacaadisee wees 23 
Islands,... 


West Indies, e041 sececes<, 1O-eessevessgle 


455 135 505 
The Directors had sent forth, during the 
past year, to various parts of the world, 
missionaries with their families, amounting, 
exclusive of their children, to sixty-one in- 
dividuals. The number of churches was 
93, communicants 7,347, and scholars 36,954, 
being an increase on the year 1837 of 9 
churches, 932 communicants, 2,732 scholars. 
In relation to the funds, the directors had to 
report that the amount of legacies received 
during the year had been 3,740l. 6s. 84d., 
being 4,037]. 5s. 8d. less than the amount of 
legacies received during the preceding year, 
The contributions for the ordinary and spe- 
cial objects of the society, of shige the items 
would be specified in the larger report, had 
been 66,5141, 16s. 1d., making, with the — 
legacies, a total of 70,2551., being an increase 
beyond the income of last year of 5,8821.38.7ds 
The expenditure of the year had been 
76,818/. 16s. 11d., being an increase beyond - 
the expenditure of the previous year to the 
amount of 13,6581. 7s, 9d,, and an excess. 
beyond the income of the past year. of. 
6,5631,16s..11d5 .- bias 
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ministers and infiuential laymen of the Estab- 
lished Church, and other Denominations. 
After singing and prayer, the Chairman, T. 
F. Buxton, Esq. made an effective address. 
We are told upon authority, said he, that 
within eight miles of this spot there are two 
millions ofhuman beings. Take every church 
and every Episcopal. chapel within those 
limits, and suppose all of them to be filled. 
Go further. Take every place of Dissent- 
ing worship, and suppose them to be filled. 
Go further, and take every place of worship, 
whether christian or otherwise, and suppose 
these to be filled, not once but twice upon 
the sabbath. These will contain, at the very 
utmost, supposing them to be, which they 
are not, entirely filled, 700,000 persons. We 
will withdraw them from the multitude of 
two millions ; we will withdraw also 700,000 
more for those who do not need accommoda- 
tion—for the infirm and sickly, for the very 
young and the very old, for all those who 
have any apology for not attending. Then 
you have withdrawn from the two millions 
700,000 of those who are provided for, and 
700,000 who need no provision. So far 
well; but. 600,000 yet remain for whose 
religious instruction no provision whatsoever 
of any description is made. Now to my 
mind this is a very fearful fact in a christian 
country, and furnishes an irresistible de- 
monstration of the necessity of institutions 
of this kind. According to the ordinary 
computations of life, ere the sun shall have 
gone round one revolution, 40 of that. 600,000 
will be gone for ever; ere a month passes 
over, 1200 of that multitude will have per- 
ished ; before the next anniversary 15,000 
will have escaped from all that we can do 
for them; and I do think it is a very awful 
consideration that they should be going away 
without a tract, without an invitation, with- 
out a warning, without the charity of a word 
bestowed upon them. Happy are those who 
have the ability to visit the poor and to in- 
Struct the ignorant, and to feed their own 
souls while affording nourishment to the 
souls of others ; but if from whatever cause, 
this must not be, and we are debarred that 
privilege, then may we at least do by proxy 
what we cannot do by person. This society 
steps in and provides a substitute, a man 
who wants nothing more than to ascend into 
those garrets and plunge down into those. 
cellars, and to make those abodes of wretch- 
edness and wickedness, may I presume to 


 éall them, temples in which the word of God 


a 


may be read, and word of prayer may be 
heard. It has been found an objection 
against the Society, and one which I am 
sorry to say has deprived us of many good 
and conscientious coadjutors—that we are 
not all of one mind—that others besides 
members of the Establistiment belong to this 
Institution. Now, if I were to speak only. 
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my own mind, I should say it is true, and 
glad am I that it is true. I do confess it 
uregular, and happy am I that there has 
been so glorious an irregularity. I think, 
whatever reproach may be uttered against 
this age by future historians, it will never 
be reviled because Christians of different 
denomination took too favourable an estimate 
of those who differed from them, For my 
part, I think worse things might be con- 
ceived than that which takes place to-day. 
The distinguished members and ministers of 
the Established Church and of Dissenting 
congregations are here assembled, forget- 
ting their minor differences, and uniting to- 
gether heartily in the cause of pouring a 
flood of divine light and a stream of divine 
truth upon this parched wilderness. No 
man stands on punctilio when his neighbour 
is burning in the fire or drowning in the 
flood. Let the Establishment—let Dis- 
senting congregations—let those who are of 
one way of thinking, and those who are of 
another, form a flood of light on these regions 
of darkness. Let the people be taught by 
somebody who will take the simple truths of 
the Bible to their souls. Do not let them 
be abandoned. The time for nicer distinc- 
tions may come hereafter; but, to my mind, 
it matters little who ushers them to the ban- 
quet, supposing only. their famishing souls 
are fed with divine truth. : 
The Rey. R. Arnsuiz then read the report. 
It stated that during the year the society had 
been steadily pursuing its object: it had 
been more efficiently sustained by the people 
of God than at any former period of its la- 
bours, and promised, by the divine blessing, 
to be permanently beneficial to the metropo- 
lis, An unbroken spirit of kindness and 
christian love had been in full operation, and 
had marked every meeting of the committee. 


| Great care had been taken in compiling 


statistical details of the church and chapel 
accommodation of the metropolis. The total 
number of places of worship of all denomi- © 
nations in 137 parishes, within and without 
the walls of the City of London, and in the 
city and liberties of Westminster, amounted 
to 422. The total provision of sittings was 
273,613 for a population of 909,417. The 
average attendance did not occupy more than. 
about five-eighths of the seat-room provided. 


At the last meeting, 63 missionaries were — ~~ 


announced as engaged in the service of the 
society. Atno period up to that time was 
there support for more than twenty. ‘The 
committee, therefore, felt themselves under ~— 
the necessity of reducing the number. The 
vacancies which occurred were not filled up ; 
in addition to which nine missionaries receiv = 
ed notice that their services could not be 
continued beyond November last; so that” 
the present number was 42. Two of the 
missionaries had died in the course of the 
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year, and others had been seriously ill, occa- 
sioned by contagious diseases which they 
had imbibed while attending to the sick and 
necessitous poor. The whole of the mission- 
aries were worthy of the fullest confidence 
of the religious public. Domiciliary visita- 
tion had been steadily and successfully pur- 
sued during the year. The visits paid had 
been 205,987, of which 23,771 had been to 
the sick and dying ; making a total since the 
formation of the society of 471,718, of which 
58403 had been to the sick and dying. 
There were 50,000 families in the metropo- 
lis destitute of even a page of scripture ; 959 
copies had been either lent or given by the 
missionaries, making a total of 2,074 from the 
formation of the Institution tothe presenttime. 
The fact that five-eighths of the church and 
chapel accommodation was unoccupied prov- 
ed that no amount of accommodation would 
avail till the people were taught to sanc- 
tify the sabbath, to recognise the claims of 
God, the value of their souls, and the 
excellency of the gospel of Christ. The 
number of meetings held during the year 
had been 5,475 ; making a total of 10,999. 
In nearly every instance the poor furnished 
their rooms gratuitously, the committee only 
paying for candles. The religious tracts dis- 
tributed during the last twelve months were 
229,809 ; making a total of 596,154. The 
tracts entitled, ‘The Dying Thief,” «A 
Dying Saviour,” “ The Sin of Drunkenness,” 
and espcially, ‘‘The False Hope,” had been 
very useful, Craven chapel had engaged 
to support three missionaries, whose spheres 
of labour were Broad-street, Seven Dials, 
and St. Giles’s, many of the inhabitants of 
which were as ignorant as the heathen. 
Petitions had been prepared against the 
Hippodrome, which the Bishop of London 
had engaged to present on the second_read- 
ing of the bill. The committee were thank- 
ful to state that God had raised them up an 
unexpected supply of funds. They were as 
follows:— 


Years. 9 Receipts. 


ars. f Expenditure, 
Lee. . £2714 59 8. |. £835 6. 5E 
Penne 8) ONO AIS ML oe pee ea etd Ay 
3 1.4. 3,887 16 44 2.4 4,297 1 13 


being an increase: of income over the last 
year of £780. 4s. 53d. Such was the state 
of the metropolis, that instead of 42 mission- 
aries, 400 were required, and instead of 
£5,000., at least £30,000. per annum. The 
‘report concluded by an eloquent and cogent 
 uppeal for increased efforts, 
_, The Sus-Treasvrer then read the ac- 
counts, from which it appeared that there 
“was a-balance in favour of the society of 


- £375, 23d, ; but there was £500, due to do : 
‘the bankers; so that the Society was in: | - 
reality £124. 19s. 94dvin-debt. © ~~ z 5 
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HORTON COLLEGE, BRADFORD: 

The examination of the students in this 
institution took place on Wednesday, May 
23rd. It was principally conducted by the 
Rey. Messrs. T. Steadman, J. E. Giles, and 
W. Fawcett, who, with the other examiners; 
expressed themselves highly gratified with the 
results of the session. The number of students 
during the past year has been eighteen ; butthe 
committee are exceedingly desirous, on ac- 
count of the pressing demands of the vacant 
churches, considerably to increase the num- 
ber, which they are now prevented from 
doing by want of funds, and unwillingness 
to incur debt. 

The Annual Meeting of the institution 
will be held on the first Wednesday in 
August, when the committee will feel grati- 
fied by as large an attendance of their friends 
as possible. 


NEW CHURCHES AND ORDI- 
NATIONS. 
SHALDON, DEVON. 

On Tuesday, June 5th, Mr. James Cragg 
was set apart to the pastoral office over the 
Baptist church at Shaldon, when the follow- 
ing ministers kindly engaged in theservices : 
Mr. Robert. Pyne, of Kenton, commenced by 
reading the usual Scriptures, and prayer. 
Mr. E. H. Brewer, the late pastor, now of 
Dartmouth, described the nature of a gospel 
ehurch, and asked the usual questions, to 
which Mr. Cragg gave satisfactory answers. 
Mr. William Wreyford (Indep.) Kingsteigh- 
ton, offered up the ordination prayer; and 
Mr. WilliamCross, of Newton, delivered the 
charge to the minister, founded on 1 Tim. iv. 
16. Inthe evening Mr. Brewer commenced 
by reading and prayer; and Mr. R. Skinner 
(Indep.), of Newton, delivered an impres- 
sive and judicious charge to the people, 
founded on Deut. i. 38. The congregations 
were large and attentive, and our prayer is, 
«Lord, we beseech thee, send now prospe- 
rity!” —_—- 

TONGWYNLAIS, GLAMORGANSHIRE. _ 

On Tuesday, June 12, 1838, services were 


a church, and ordaina pastor. The Rey. J : 
James, Bridgend, delivered the introduc oy 


delivered the cha 
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NEW CHAPELS. 
BRABOURNE. 

Weare informed that the chapel at Bra- 
bourne, the opening of which was recorded 
in our last, is not intended for the use of the 
Baptist church in that neighbourhood which 
is in connexion with the East Kent Associa- 
tion, but for a body totally distinct. Ofthe 
original church, Mr. Thomas Scott is the 
respected pastor. 


HEREFORD. 

A new Baptist chapel was opened for 
divine worship in this city, on Good Friday, 
April 13, 1838, on which occasion three ex- 
cellentand impressive sermons were preached 
by the Rev. Messrs. Smith, of Cheltenham, 
Blackmore, of Kington, and Jones, of Leo- 
minster. The devotional parts of the service 
were conducted by the Rev. Messrs. Clay- 
pole, of Ross, Franklin, of Hereford (Coun- 
tess of Huntingdon’s Connexion), Lewis, of 
Pembridge(Indep.), Stanley,of Peterchurch, 
Woodward, of Hereford (Indep.), and Freer, 
of Upton-on-Severn. The Congregations 
were large and overflowing, and manifested 
the deep interest they felt in the success of 
this rising cause, by liberally contributing, 
in the course of the day, upwards of £40, 
towards the expenses attending the erection 
of the building. 

The whole expenses of the chapel with a 
large piece of freehold land, are under £1100. 
The members of the church are principally 
poor; but by the kind and generous assistance 
of some friends to the cause of Christ in Here- 
ford and the neighbourhood, £530 have been 
already raised ; making about one half of the 
amount already expended, and they affec- 
tionately and earnestly appeal to the Christian 
public in general for their prompt assistance 
in paying the remainder, to prevent the bur- 
den of a heavy and protracted debt. 


SS BARNWELL, 

On Wednesday, June 6th, the new Cha- 
pel, called Zion Chapel, situate on the east 
road, Barnwell, was opened for divine ser- 
vice, when three sermons were preached to 
very numerous and attentive congregations ; 
that in the Morning by the Rey. F. A. Cox, 


‘D. D., L.L.D , of Hackney ; in the after-" 


noon, by the Rev. R. Roff, of Cambridge ; 
in the Evening by the Rev. E. Steane, of 
Camberwell. The collections amounted to 
“upwards of £40. The day was altogether 
poe truly gratifying to those who are’ de- 
“ sirous of the moral and spiritual improve- 
-mént of their fellow-men. Many prayers 
“a vere offered, and many hopes entertained, 
= sat of Mr. Balliscombe met 
6 blessing toa neighbourhood which 
“imuoh requires Christian sympathy and 
“effort sf bale ¥ 
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NORTHAMPTON, 


It having been deemed desirable, in 1834, 
to attempt the formation of another Baptist 
Church in this large and increasing town, 
in compliance with the long-expressed wish- 
es of many eminent ministers, and other 
pious individuals, the ordinances of the 
gospel were regularly administered in’a latge 
room at its eastern extremity ; but this placé 
soon becoming too contracted, in March, 
1835, a range of store-rooms were engaged 
in the parish of St. Sepulchre, at a rental of 
twenty guineas-per annum, and converted 
into their present place of worship. This 
building, although in many respects incon- 


; venient, is capable of containing nearly 400 
‘individuals; but even this has for some 


time been too small to afford sufficient ac- 
commodation for the increasing congregation, 
The ministration of the word is eminently 
attended with the Divine blessing, so that 
the church, originally consisting of thirty 
members, has more than doubled its num. 
ber, and many others are anxiously inqui- 
ting ‘(the way to Zion.” The Sabbath- 
school contains about ninety children; and 
would soon consist of twice that number, if 
adequate accommodation could be obtained. 

An eligible piece of ground, whereon to 
erect a plain, substantial chapel, capable of 
accommodating seven hundred individuals, 
with a school-room and vestry underneath, 
having offered itself in the parish of St. Se- 
pulchre at the commencement of the past 
year, a purchase was effected, and a consi- 
derable portion of the purchase-money sub- 
scribed by the church and congregation, with 
the assistance of many kind friends in the 
town and neighbourhood. A. suggestion 
having been subsequently made, that the 
desired object might be more readily attain- 
ed by procuring a number of promises to a 
certain amount (the money. not. to be re- 
quired before the laying of the foundation 
stone,) it has been partially acted upon, and 
promises or money to the amount of upwards 
of £200 have been realized, in addition to 
the money actually paid on account of the 
ground. Conceiving that they should not 


be justified in beginning to build until] they 
have obtained promises or money to the 


amount of about £1,000, they now hope to 
receive the kind assistance of their Christ- 


.ian friends in their endeavours to promote 


the spiritual welfare of their fellow-creatures. 
The parish of St. Sepulchre, it is computed, 
contains a population of between: seven:and 


eight thousand, and will in all: probability 


soon reach ten; and it is a lamentable: fact 
that, before the present attempt to establish 
a Dissenting interest, there were only a 
small. Episcopal. Church and: a Gatholic 
Chapel within ‘its limits) ©) hes 

The case is recommended by the pastor 
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and deacons of the church in College street, 
and by many well known neighbouring mi- 
nisters. 


RECENT DEATH. 
REV. R. HYDE, 


Died, onthe 10th of May, at Salendine 
Nook, Yorkshire, in the 82nd year of his 
age, the Rey. Robert Hyde, 42 years the 


venerable and beloved pastor of the Bap- 
tist church at that place. 


REV, F. GARDNER. 

Intelligence has just been received from 
Jamaica of the death of our valuable mis- 
sionary brother, the pastor of the Baptist 
church in East Queen Street, Kingston. 
Mr. Gardner died in the thirty-first year of 
his age, and the eighth of his «missionary 
labours. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
CLAIMS OF INDIA. 

Dear Sir.—Ourannual festivals of charity 
and benevolence have just terminated, and 
the interest excited on behalf of our 
missionary operations has been highly satis- 
factory and pleasing. But perhaps the 
attention of our friends has not been called 
in a manner sufficiently direct to that part of 
the world on behalf of which a special ap- 
peal has recently been made. The claims 
of British India upon British Christians and 
upon our denomination in particular, must 
be kept before the attention of the members of 
our Churches. 

It is acknowledged on every hand that 
India is at the present time a highly inter- 
esting and important part of the Missionary 
field. The millions of India enveloped in 
superstition, and in a state of gross darkness, 
have always made it to appear as deeply 
necessitous ; but the loosening in some de- 
gree ofthe chains which have so long fetter- 
ed the Indian mind, the yielding of Brah- 
minical influence to enlightened philosophy, 
the abrogation of some of those inhuman 
rites and customs which prevailed among 
the natives, and the direct influence of the 
Christian Missionary, have produced a mani- 
fest change in the state of India, and those 
who are best acquainted with that country 
as it now is, and as it once was, concur in 
representing the present period as highly 
momentous with regard to the moral con- 
dition of its immense population. 

A view, somewhat similar to this, has 
been taken and acted upon by all our Mission- 
ary Societies ; and among the rest, the bod 
of Christians with which we are identified, 
in accordance with the interest it has always 
displayed on behalf of India, is engaged ina 
special effort for the country where it ob- 
tained its first Missionary triumphs. 

“Many of our friends are aware, that the 
first Protestant Missionaries who entered on 
the work of Evangelization in India, were 
Ziegenbalgh, and Plutscho, who commenced 
their labours in the year 1706. It is well 


_ known, what eminent success attended this 
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Mission in the South of India, and the 
names of some of their successors, Schwartz 
and his coadjutors, will long continue to be 
held in honourable remembrance ; their me- 
mories are blessed wherever zeal and devoted- 
ness in the cause of God are commended 
and admired. 

Nothing beyond this Mission was at- 
tempted by British Christians, until the 
year 1792, when it was reserved for our 
denomination to show an example which 
was speedily followed by those of other com- 
munions, 

The steps preliminary to the departure of 
Dr. Carey for India, are too well known to 
be referred to. It is honour enough for that 
devoted man by his example to have awak- 
ened a slumbering Church, and by his own 
labours to have laid a very wide foundation 
for the labours of his successors in future 
years. 

Our Missionary Society, according to the 
means entrusted to its disposal, has continu- 
ed to foster its Mission in India with much 
solicitude, and we have at the present time 
about 40 Missionaries in India, together 
with some Native Teachers, and through 
their agency many souls have been added to 
the Church of Christ. 

It is to be feared, however, that many 
amongst us are not sufficiently alive to the | 
call made upon us by the immense _popula- 
tion of India, under the peculiar and critical 
circumstances in which it is now found. 
Indeed, there is not enough known about 
India, with reference to those points which: 
would tend most to awaken our sympathy, 
and stir us to exertion. 
may be, of the Juxuriance of its natural pro- 
ductions, the splendour of its oriental princes, 
we have heard too of the: abominations: of 
Indian idolatry, and we likewise know: 


something about the Churches which have — 


been planted by our Missionéries, and-of 
individual. instances of conversion to God, 
but it becomeswus to endeavour, at least, to 
take a more st 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


there are above 120 mitzions, at least, under 
British influence, upon whose ears the sound 
of salvation through Jesus Christ has never 
fallen. 

The population of India is supposed to be 
about 130 millions, and to meet the spiritual 
wants of this immense multitude the Mis- 
sionary enterprise of our own land has only 
placed 165 Missionaries among them. But 
what are 165 Missionaries in so destitute a 
region? The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few. These Missionaries with 
all their exertions cannot preach the gospel to 
morethan two millions, and there are thus left 
more than 120 millions on whom the light 
of the gospel has not shone, but who are 
sitting in the region of the shadow of death. 
The number of Baptist Missionaries in India 
is about 40, and the denomination has not 
hitherto avowed itself able todo more than 
maintain these missionaries at their stations ; 
but by a noble resolve, ourmissionary band 
in the East is to have an accession of ten 
missionaries more, and God will assuredly 
smile on such an act of faith, if it be attended 
with corresponding works. 

But the denomination must manifest a 
missionary spirit in a far greater measure. 
The cause of Christ in the world must be 
more dear to us than it has been. A more 
generul interest must be taken by our body in 
missionary operations. Our members who 
have hitherto done nothing must lay the 
matter to heart, and as in the sight of God 
must realize the blessedness of giving some- 
thing to Christ and his cause. And those 
who have done something must do more, 
Those whom God has blessed with affluence 
must consecrate large sums to the carrying 
on of his cause in the earth. 

Then the additional ten Missionaries will 
be readily supported, and their number 
increased, and then will the denomination 
contribute its due proportion to those exer- 

_ tions which, under the blessing of God, shall 
‘cause “ the wilderness and the solitary place 
to be glad, and the desert to rejoice and 
blossom as the rose.” I am, Dear Sir, 

: Yours truly, 
A Baptist. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


17 Cornhill, June 22, 1838. 
’ Dear Sir,—Knowing the interest you take 
in all that concerns the welfare of the Dis- 


senting ministry, I forward the accompany- 


ing circular in the hope that you will give it 
a place among your correspondence. It has 
“been issued by the Directors of the ‘ Dis- 
senters’ and General Assurance Company,” 
with a view of calling the attention of the 
deacons and other leading members of our 
c hes to the claims which the families of 
our ministers have upon their sympathy and 
support. 2 

The Company is now firmly established ; 
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deposits have been paid on upwards of nine 
thousand shares, and agents are appointed 
in most of the principal towns of the king- 
dom. 

Trusting the benevolent suggestions of 
the directors will be generally acted on, and 
that much good will hence result to our mi- 
nisters and their families, 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
THomas PRICE. 


17 Cornhill, London. 
GenTLemeNn.—YoOvu are probably aware of 
the recent formation of “ Tue Prorestanr 
Dissenters’ AND GreneraL Lire anv Fire 
Assurance Company.” This Institution 
has originated in a sincere regard to the 
Dissenting Body, to whose interests, it is 
hoped, it may in many ways be rendered 
subservient. The great advantages ofa well- 
regulated system of Life Assurance have led 
to the recent establishment of several 
Companies ; and their success places beyond 
doubt the increasing disposition of the pub- 
lic to avail themselves of this mode of pro- 
viding for the future wants of their families, 
This disposition is rapidly extending, and is 
now found among classes, from which, till 
lately, it was wholly banished. The Society 
of Friends formed an Institution of the kind 
some vears since, and the result has been a 
greatly augmented attention to the subject 
among the members of that community, and 
a large increase in the number of the Assured. 
With the hope of effecting a similar good, 
the Directors of the Protestant Dissenters’ 
and General Assurance Company have ori- 
ginated the Institution which bears their 
name. Most of them would instantly have 
declined to take part in a merely commercial 
undertaking, but the prospect of benefitting 
a body to which they are warmly attached 
has overcome their reluctance, and induced 
them to incur the heavy responsibilities of 
their station. It was their impression that _ 
an Institution, free from Sectarianism, yet 
bearing the name, and condncted by well- 
known Dissenters, would be more likely to 
secure the attention and confidence of the 
body than other Offices previously existing, 
Under this impression they have acted, and 
the degree of support already obtained 
strengthens their conviction. 


In conformity with the general design of 


the Company, it has been determined to ap- 
propriate a portion of its profits to the special 
benefit of the families of Dissenting Min- 
isters. This is made an integral part of the 
Constitution of the Company, by being 
inserted in the Deed of Settlement, and car 
never, therefore, be departed from by the. 
future Managers of its affairs, Among 
other ways of appropriating such profits, it. 
is designed to apply them to the FeGu SHAR 
of the premiums payable on the policies o 
Ministers. By this feature of their plan, 
the annual payment will be gradually dimin- 
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ished, and the sum ultimately required will 
in consequence, it is hoped, be so small as 
to bring the advantages of the Institution 
within the reach of a greatly extended class. 
‘It is the hope of the Directors that many 
Congregations and Churches will thus be 
induced to assure the lives of their Ministers, 
Hitherto little attention has been paid to 
this subject, and the evils which have fol- 
lowed are familiar to all who are acquainted 
with the Dissenting Body. It is well 
known that the income of Dissenting Minis- 
ters with few exceptions, is barely adequate 
to the maintenance of their families. - The 
wants of the passing moment may be met, 
but it is utterly out of their power to make 
provision for their families, when the Di- 
vine Disposer of events shall have summon- 
ed themtotheirreward. Casesofextreme dis- 
tress arein consequence frequently occurring. 
The last hours of many Ministers who have 
laboured diligently, and with success, in 
their high vocation, are embittered by a fore- 
sight of the privations and penury to which 
their dearest relations will be subjected, and 
from which they see no earthly escape. 
Men of whom the world was not worthy, 
have sighed in deep bitterness of heart at 
the utter destitution to which they were 
leaving their weeping widows and their help- 
less orphans. 

The continual occurrence of such cases 
has long been felt to be a serious evil. It 
has grown with the extension of the Dissent- 
ing Body, and is now universally admitted 
to call for some vigorous, comprehensive, 
and speedy remedy. Such a remedy, it is 
believed, the present Institution will in 
part supply ; and the Directors therefore 
solicit your zealous co-operation. 

A few individuals attached to the ministry 
and person of their pastor may easily realize 
a sufficient sum to effect an Assurance on 
his Life. This sum will be reduced from 
time to time by an appropriation of a portion 
of the profits of the Company ; and the effort 
which might otherwise in the course of years 
prove burdensome, will thus be gradually 
diminished. Little need be said to enforce 
such an appeal. The voluntary seclusion of 
many of our Ministers from those paths of 
honorable pursuit which their talents would 
enable them successfully to prosecute, gives 

_ them and their families a powerful claim on 
the sympathy and gratitude of their people, 
If they minister spiritual things, as in man 
cases they do, to the cost of their families, it 
surely becomes such as are benefitted by 
their labours to do every thing in ‘their 
power to free them from anxiety, and to 
protect. their dying hours from the bitterest 
earthly anticipations which can distract a 
-husband’s or a father’s heart. 


ee 


_ would be indelicate in us to do more tha 


y the case before you. In doing so, we 


_ Allow us, then, Dear Sirs, to commend this | 
bj ygur grave consideration. It | 0 
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have discharged our duty, and shall be 
amply recompensed for whatever trouble we 
may incur, if the Deacons, and other leading 
members of our Churches, are induced to 
carry out our suggestions. 
We remain, Gentlemen, 
Yours, respectfully, 


THOMAS CHALLIS, 
JOSEPH FLETCHER, 
THOMAS PIPER, 
THomAs WILSON. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


The suspension of business occasioned by 
the Coronation having rendered it neces- 
sary, in the judgment of the principal Lon- 
don publishers, that the periodical works 
for July should be issued several days 
earlier than usual, Correspondents who 
may have sent late in the month will per- 
ceive that their communications could not 
be inserted, or even acknowledged. : 


For our account of the Annual Meetings 
of the Religious Societies, we are indebted, 
in various degrees, to the Patriot, the 
Christian Advocate, the Record, the Watch- 
man, and to the official Reports which some 
of the Societies have issued. 


A copy of the Falmouth Post (Jamaica) 
has just reached us, containing an advertise- 
ment issued in the name of the deacons, 
members, and congregation of the Baptist 
church, Montego Bay, and its subordinate 
stations at Shortwood and Bethel Hill, under 
the pastoral care of the Rey. Thomas Bur- 
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JULY, 1838. 


z Subseriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will ‘be thankfully received at the 
Ht Eek Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London; or by any of the 
‘Hnisters or Friends whose names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


EAST INDIES. 


: Qur readers are aware that the Mis- 
sionary stations and agents which, for 
several years past, have been directed 
and supported by the Serampore Union, 
are now transferred to the care of the 
Society, and have become dependent on 
its funds, Of these stations we subjoin 
a brief account, principally taken from 
the tenth number of the “ Friend ‘of 
India,” 


CALCUTTA. 


Missionary—Mr. W. RoBinson. 
. Assistant Missionary—Mr. W. THomas. 
Native Preachers—GUNGANARAYUN, RaM- 
HUREE, RAM-SOONDUR, RAM-JEE, 


_ At Caleutta, Mr. Robinson is chiefly oc- 
cupied with the care of the church meeting 
in the Lall-Bazar Chapel, which consists of 
two equally important parts, requiring the 
ministration of the gospel both in English 
and Bengalee. In the latter he is assisted 
_by Mr. Thomas and the native preachers; 
_who are, however, more generally employed 
“amongst the native converts, who have 
been brought into the fellowship of the 
church from a number of villages lying to 
the south of Calcutta, at the distance of a 
few miles, and have now the gospel, with 
all its ordinances, dispensed amongst them 
at their own homes. The last report men- 
tions that the number of members in these 
villages was nearly fifty; and that about 
one hundred and thirty persons were con- 
nected with the station altogether as mem- 
_bers and inquirers, 


Be DUM DUM. 

~—  Missionary—Mr. W. B. Symus. 

et BS Native Preacher—Soosuroo. 

a um is a military station about 
orth-east of Baieutts, and the 
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and so both within and without the canton- 
ments it furnishes an extensive and inte- 
resting field of evangelical labour. The 
church consists both of European and na- 
tive members, and therefore requires both 
an English and native ministry. The total 
number at present in communion is forty+ 
two, 


JESSORE. 


Missionary—Mr. J. PARRY. 
Native Preachers —NEELMUNEE, SHURUN, 
BUNGSHEE, and RAMDHUN, 


The district of Jessore lies in the very 
centre of Bengal, and is of great extent and 
agricultural wealth. It is one of those por- 
tions of the country in which there are no 
other missionaries besides the above, al- 
though its population amounts at least to a 
million and a quarter of souls. 

Mr. Parry, always assisted by one of the 
native preachers, resides with the’ principal 
part of the church, all the members of which 
are natives, at the chief town of the dis- 
trict, the seat of the functionaries of go- 
_yernment, and of their courts of law and 
revenue, which is called indifferently Jes- 
sore, Sahebgunge, Kusba, and Moorley. 
Badpookereeya, one of the subordinate sta* 
tions, lies about forty miles to the north- 
ward, and Bhursapore, the other, about 
fifty-six miles to the southward of the cen- 
tral station ; and the former is occupied by 
one native preacher, and the latter by two, 
one of whom also teaches a school for the 
education of the youth, both Christian and 
heathen, of the station. 


The following is part of Mr. Parry's re~ 


port for 1836: “ With regard to the con- 
version of the heathen, I am happy to add 
—thanks be to God for his rich merey and 
grace—that six poor blind sinners have this 
year been turned from the error of their 
ways. One gave up caste, a Hindoo, and 
has been residing with our brethren at 
Bhursapore for some months past. He has 
made some progress in Christian know- 
ledge. He has begun to learn to réad. 
When I saw him last he knew his letters, 
and I’dare say by this time he is Ma Rag 
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read. He is about forty years of age, and 
has no family but a son, who has forsaken 
him since he came amongst us. 

‘¢ Aradhun, another Hindoo, who has for 
many years past been in the habit of read- 
ing our tracts and visiting our Christian 
friends, has discarded the whole system of 
Hindooism, and admires the purity, consis- 
tency, and divine origin of the Christian 
religions _ Formerly, he used warmly to 
oppose the truths of the gospel. He had 
often before wished to embrace Christianity, 
but-an aged mother, who is deaf and ex- 
tremely ignorant, threatened to destroy her- 
self if he did so, which hitherto prevented 
him. About eight months ago, he happened 
to attend the court of this place on business, 
and. took opportunities of calling on me 
frequently. I warned him most seriously 
of the danger of delaying to come to Christ, 
and told him that he required us to give up 
all, even parents, for his sake; exhorted 
him to prefer Christ to all things else; hea- 
ven to all earthly joys; holiness to sin. 
Shortly after he left this, he called on our 
friends at Bhursapore, and, for the first 
time, voluntarily ate with them, and told 
them he would no longer delay in making 
an open profession of Christianity. He is 
much respected by his neighbours, can read, 
and has got through the greater part of the 
Bible, His sister-in-law seems willing to 
embrace Christianity also. He has a grown 
up son, a young man, who is quite indiffe- 
rent about his salvation. The poor mother 
of our brother is so perfectly deaf, that it is 
quite impossible to convey to her any idea 
of the gospel. 

* Jeebun-Krishna, an old Hindoo, of 
about fifty, heard of the Saviour through 
some of his neighbours. Many years ago 
he embraced the tenets of the Hindoo sect, 
called Vyshnubs, thinking that by being a 
follower of Krishna he might obtain salva- 
tion. But-still he was dissatisfied, as he 
could not beliéve that one sinner could save 
another. He hailed with joy a Saviour 
who was holy, and had given his life a ran- 
som for sinners. Old as he is, he has com- 
menced learning his letters, and I suppose 
by this time he is able to read. 

_ ‘Besides, there are three other Hindoos 
under conviction, viz., Kebul-ram, Saphul- 
ram, and Ram-Krishna, I have built them 
a place of worship in their village, at their 
own request, where they all meet as often 
as they can on week-days, but regularly on 
the Sabbath. They do no kind of work on 
that day. This testimony was borne before 
me by their heathen neighbours; and they 
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« At Badpookureeya, three candidates for 
baptism were proposed at our last chureh 
meeting there, the wife and brother of 
Ramdhun, the native preacher, and a poor 
old widow. She has been attending on the 
means of grace for a year. She and her 
daughter were favoured with the light of 
the gospel about twelve years ago, but they 
never sought to walk in the way of life. 
The poor daughter, about a year and a half 
ago, was suddenly overtaken by death, and, 
I fear, quite unprepared. This event, 
through the mercy of God, has been made 
instrumental to warn her of her danger. 
The whole number who appear to have re- 
ceived the grace of God are ten; and, if it 
please God, in a short time we hope to re- 
ceive them into the church, to the praise 
and glory of that blessed Saviour who shed 
his blood for us all.” 


DINAGEPORE AND SADHAMUHAL. 
Misstonary—Mr. H. SMYLIE. 
Native Preacher—Buoopoo. 


The district of Dinagepore, lying towards 
Bootan, in the northern part of Bengal, is 
of great extent, and has a population of no 
less than three millions. It is likewise one 
of the districts in which there are no other 
missionaries, and is that which enjoyed the 
early labours of Carey“and Thomas, soon 
after their arrival in India. The chureh 
here was raised by the instrumentality of 
the late Mr. Fernandez, who had residences 
both at Dinagepore, the chief town of the 
district, and at Sadhamuhal, a village about 
twenty-four miles to the north-east, which 
he bequeathed to the mission. Mr. Smylie 
resides statedly at Dinagepore, and visits 
Sadhamuhal occasionally ; whilst Bhoodoo, 
the native preacher, resides chiefly at Sad- 
hamuhal. 

Mr. Smylie and his wife have suffered 
greatly from the inhospitable climate of the 
district, and have met with severe discou= 
ragements; but they-continue faithful and 
zealous in their labours, and appear now to — 
be reaping abundantly the fruit of them. 

In the report for 1837, Mr, Smylie re- =~ 
marks, i oe . 

‘The chureh here and at Sadhamuhal,” 
he says, ‘‘are enjoying much, and we haye 
about fifteen who wish to be baptized. 
Some of these were ere few 
months ago, and others Moosoolmans, and 
some the children of Christians; but mostly 
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BURISAUL, 


Missionaries — Mr. S. BARETRO, and Mr. 
J. SMITH. 


Native Preachers—VISHWANATH, GORA- 
CHAND, and PANCHOO. 


Burisaul is the civil station of the district 
of Backergunge, which is a great rice coun- 
try, lying to the south-east of Jessore, and 
having a population of about a million of 
souls. It is also one of the districts in 
which there is no missionary, except those 
placed there by the brethren at Serampore. 
Considerable success has attended the la- 
bours of the brethren, which are very abun- 
dant, and a small church is under their 
care, 


DACCA. 
Misstonary—Mr. O. LEoNARD. 


The district of Dacca, lying on the east 
side of Bengal, has also a population of 
about a million of souls, amongst whom 
there are no other missionaries. The city 
in which Mr. Leonard resides was once the 
seat of a great Mohammedan viceroyalty, 
and is still a place of much commercial im- 
portance, The attention of Mr. Leonard is 
divided between an extensive system of 
schools, attended by more than 900 boys 
and 250 girls, the proclamation of the gospel 
to the Hindoo and Moosoolman population, 
and the instruction of a small church and 
congregation in the English language. In 
1836, three members were added to the 
church by baptism, none of whom were 
natives. One native member had died 
peacefully in the faith of the gospel; and 
Mr. Leonard, at the close of the year, was 
cheered by the decision of a Brahmin, who 
has heard the word of God for a series of 
years, and studied the Scriptures daily, to 
cast away his idols, abandon caste, and give 
himself to the Lord Jesus Christ. A few 
more also appeared to be inquiring the way 
to Sion. : 


CHITTAGONG. 


Missionary—Mr. J. JOHANNES. 
Native Preacher—GUNGANARAYUN, Jun. 


The district of Chittagong forms the 
south-eastern extremity of Bengal, and is 
separated from Dacca by the intervening 
It also has no mission- 
anes | ot from Serampore, although its 
) Mielation 18 calculated to be about a mil- 
fio and a q The time of Mr. Jo- 


oy apc dereted to an English 


school, containing about 100. boys, chiefly 
of Portuguese uae id partl 
native; but he likewise preaches abroad to 
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the native population, and Gunganarayun 
does the same to a greater extent. Mr. 
Johannes has also an English congregation, 
to whom he ministers the word of life. The 
chureh consists of nine members; and, at 
the date of the last report, there were three 
inquirers, and two candidates for baptism. 


The stations above named are all in 
the province of Bengal; the three fol~ 
lowing are found in large and populous 
cities in north-west Hindoosthan. 


BENARES. 


Misstonary—Mr. W. SmitH. 
Native Preacher—S1va-DAs. 


Benares, it is generally known, is reputed 
among the Hindoos to be a place of peculiar 
sanctity. Hence it is resorted to by multi- 
tudes from all parts of India, and great 
numbers of Brahmins reside there. Mr. 
Smith has been engaged in the work of the 
gospel here for a considerable time. The 
following incident respecting him is men- 
tioned in the report of the Serampore mis- 
sion for 1836: “ During the year Mr. Smith 
has baptized two persons, one at Chunar, 
and the other at Benares; the latter is a 
case of much interest. He was a Hindoo. 
Fourteen years ago he was under the care 
of brother Smith, but left him; and during 
all these years he has been wandering 
about, seeking rest to his guilty conscience 
from the Hindoo gods, but, of course, was 
unable to find it; he therefore returned to 
brother Smith, and avowed his determina- 
tion to give himself to Christ. After being 
satisfied with his sincerity and piety, he 
was baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Several members of the church have been 
removed to other places, but there are still 
thirteen members in full communion.” 


ALLAHABAD. 

Missionary —Mr. L, MACKINTOSH. 

Native Preacher—BHUGUWAN-DAS. 
The brethren at this station have conti- 
nued. faithful in their labours, but heavy 
domestic affliction has prevented Mr. Mack- 
intosh from furnishing any very recent ac- 
counts of them. ’ 


inion og 


DELHI. 
Missionary—Mr. J. T, THompson. 
Native Preacher —DEvIGiIR. 
In this imperial city, Mr, Thompson has 
laboured for many years, and has been much 
in the habit of making extensive journeys’ 
in varigus directions, for the purpose of 
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preaching the gospel, and distributing por- 
tions of the holy Scriptures and tracts. 
Recently, he has been, and now is at Se- 
rampore, éngaged in carrying through the 
press a new edition of the Scriptures in the 
Hindee, and ih supplying the place of 
Messrs. Mack and Leechman, now in this 
country. Hence, for the present, the la- 
bours of the station at Delhi have devolved 
entirely on the native preacher, Devigir. 


We now turn to those branches of 
the Mission which lie on the eastern 
frontier of the British dominions in 
India. 


\ ARRACAN, 
Missionary—Mr. J. C. Fixx. 


Native Preachers—Kurpoonc, KuLiarrer, 
OnG-GEE-JyINnG, and Kyo-jo-RHEE. 


Arracan is a maritime province, forming 
the eastern shoré of the bay of Bengal, 
which was added to the British dominions 
at the closé of the Burmese war. During 
its Subjection to the Burmans, their tyran- 
nical oppression drove multitudes of the 
people from the country, and the population 
now is said to be only about 200,000. The 
inhabitants speak the Burmese language, 
with some provincial peculiarities in their 
pronunciation ; and the scriptures and tracts 
translated by Dr. Judson and his colleagues 
serve equally well for Arracan as for the 
Burman empire. - ? 

Mr. Fink resides at the provincial capital, 
Aeyab, a sea-port; and the three subordi- 
nate stations of the mission are all within 
about forty miles of his residence. — For 
many years there was no other missionary 
in the province; but of late the American 
missionaries have been able to establish an- 
other station, to the south of those occu- 
pied by Mr. Fink and his fellow-labourers. 

The prospects, both as to the extension 
of the gospel in this province, and the pro- 
gress of education, are stated to have been 
very gratifying ; but we apprehend the un- 
settled state of political affairs between the 
British government and the Burmese empire 
may interpose some difficulties in the way 
of Mr. Fink and his native assistants, 


ASSAM, ~ 
—~ GOWHATTEE. - 
Missionary—Mr. W. Rosiwson, Jun. 
Native Preacher—Nunov. . 


The province of Assam was Bkegii| 
added to the British dominions by the Bur- | 


ese Ware 


Tt consists of the great valley | 
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of the Brumhapootra, from its issuing from 
the distant mountains to its appearance’on 
the plaih of Bengal at Goalpara. It was 
also cruelly devastated by the Burmans, 
but its population has again risen to full 
600,000 souls. 

The principal station occupied by the 
mission in Assam is Gowhattee, the pro- 
vincial capital, where six individuals were 
baptized in 1836, and a little church was 
formed of twelve members. For some time 
much prosperity was enjoyed by the church ; 
but at the close of the year two of the 
members were suspended from communion, 
and the prospects of the mission were 
clouded, A second station has lately been 
formed at the principal town of one of. the 
great districts of the province, Nougong, 
where Mr. Robinson has been urgently so- 
licited to establish an English school. 


On the north-eastern frontier of India, 
the Himalaya mountains bend round to the 
south, and break into several important 
ranges, which are inhabited by a number of 
very interesting tribes, which have only 
lately been brought to our knowledge. No 
fewer than thirty such tribes have been 
enumerated, varying in extent from 20,000 
to 500,000 each. Amongst one of these 
tribes, the Khassias, has been established 
the station of 


CHERRAPOONJEE. 
Missionary—Mr. A. LisH. 


Mr. Lish (son of Mrs. Robingon, of Cal- 
cutta) makes the following statement in his 
report for 1836: “In the course of the past 
year the schools, translations, and village 


preaching have occupied the greater portion 


of my time, whilst, during the latter part of 
it, I have been called to the pleasing duty 
of resuming English preaching twice on the. 
Sabbath, in consequence of an increase in 
our congregation. A boarding-school has 
been established for the support and in- 


ely : 


> 
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regularly on the Sabbath, and on market | distant preaching excursions, the word of 


days throughout the year, except when the 
heavy rains or my own illness has prevented 
my going out. The attention which the 
gospel has received by the people of Mus- 
mai, and strangers who have come to the 
market at Cherra, has been very pleasing ; 
so that, though I have been prevented by 
my engagements at home from making dny 


The stations which have now been 


£2,500 per annum, to maintain them on the most economical scale. 


God has been taken to different parts of the 
country by those who have heard it here, 
Within the last few weeks I have gone out 
once a week to some distant villages, and- 
preached to the people with much encou- 
ragement; and as long as the fine weather 
lasts, 1 hope to continue these visits, be- 
sides preaching as usual at the markets,” 


enumerated require an outlay of about 
When to 


this is added the expenditure arising from the re-inforcement of new missionaries 
ately sent out, and about to proceed both to the East and the West, it must be 
clearly evident that a correspondent enlargement of the resources of the Society is 


indispensable. 


The Committee have felt that they were discharging a duty in 


thus attempting that which, viewed in connexion with their means, may well be 
called ‘great things ;’ and the warm approbation which the churches throughout 
the land have expressed warrants them to indulge the cheerful hope that, in the 
way of liberal contribution, they may ‘ expect great things.’ 


SEWRY. 


From Mr. Williamson to Mr, Dyer, 
dated Sewry, 25th Oct., 1837 :— 


Our English school, in which I have been 
labouring for the last five years, and from 
which I have been anticipating gratifying 
results, has afforded me very little encou- 
ragement for some time past. The youth 
of the first class who, having made consider- 
able progress in their studies, had become 
an interesting class, and who had all along 
been valuable assistants to me as monitors, 
from various causes left the school. We 
had also two severe visitations of the cho- 
lera, which carried off some, and consider- 
ably thinned the general attendance for 
several months. Nor ought I to omit to 
mention the fact, that an unsuccessful, and 


perhaps rather imprudent, attempt to intro- 


duce the reading of the Scriptures, with 
prayer, contributed also in some degree to 
disperse the scholars. The introduction of a 
class-book, too, entitled, Scripture Extracts, 
gave offence, and still continues to do so. 
Notwithstanding, I do not intend to yield 
so far to their prejudices as to withdraw it, 
being resolved either to conduct the school 
on Christian principles, or relinquish it alto- 
gether. I hope, however, it will not be ne- 


- eessary to resort to this latter alternative. 
Indeed, the school is already beginning to 


‘assume a more favourable aspect. Some 


who had gone away have returned, and 
others are expected, not excepting two or 


three of the highest class, whose loss I had 
ost regretted. Sometime ago we had an 
f assistance from the Education Com- 
being only on the condition 


of our e3 ig Christianity, was declined, 
of co Bind dey a 
eae Bod ph Shes oe 


It has pleased God, Iam happy to say, 
to revive our native church a little this year. 
Two persons have been baptized, and seve- 
ral members, who had long been excluded, 
and whom I had little hope of ever seeing 
in the church again, have been restored to 
Christian fellowship. I trust their repent- 
anee is sincere, and that they will prove it 
to have been so, by a steady Christian de-. 
portment to the end of their course. Two 
or three Hindoo families, amounting to 
about twenty persons, have lately come 
amongst us. Some of the children and 
youth have been received into our Christian 
boarding-school, and the rest are maintain- 
ing themselves by their own industry, while 
they. attend worship and receive suitable. 
instruction daily. 


——n 


JAMAICA. 


SALTER'S HILL, : 
From Mr. Dendy, dated 23rd April, 
18388. 


On Friday the 13th inst., we held the’ 
second anniversary of theopening of Salter’s 


Hill Chapel. In themorning of the day, inan > 
adjoining river, eighty-two persons were ~~ 


baptized. Brother Dexter kindly assisted. 
in the service. The spectators were nume- 
rous, and conducted themselves with the 


greatest degree of order and decorum. At’ 


half-past ten o’clock our morning service 
commenced, when the chapel was com- 
pletely filled; the school-room was also 
full; even then many were obliged to re- 
main outside, The estimated number pre- 
sent were two thousand six hundred. 


Brother Dexter preached from Ps. exlvii. | 
12—14, ‘Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; — 


— 
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praise thy God, O Zion; for he hath 
strengthened the bars of thy gates, he hath 
blessed thy children,’ &e. : 

«After the morning service, I availed 
myself of the opportunity afforded to the 
people of rebutting the charge that had 
been made against them, that they would 
not work after the Ist of August next. 

“Tt was resolved without a dissenting 
voice, 

“‘ That this report is a false and malicious 
libel upon us, as we never had such 
thoughts or intentions, but are willing 
to work as usual for our masters so 
long as the present law continues in 
force, although we would rather be 
free:* 

“In the afternoon of the same day the 
newly-baptized persons were received into 
full communion by the church, and sat 
down to the ordinance of the Lord’s sup- 
per; and thus closed the services of the 
second anniversary 
Salter’s Hill Chapel. We trust we found 
the day a day of refreshing from the pre- 
sence of the Lord. 

“The collections amounted to seventy- 
five pounds. 

“In a former letter, ] mentioned that I 
had visited the mountain district of St. 
Elizabeth’s parish, bordering on the parish 
of St. James. 
the station, in connexion with my esteemed 


assistant, Mr. Pickton, oncea month, The 
station isto us of difficult access, being 


about twenty-five miles from Salter’s Hill, 


over bad roads and through an extensive 
forest; butit promises to be a field of much 
The last time I went I was in- 
formed that, in consequence of my former 
visits, seven couple who heard me preach 
were induced no longer to live according to 
the custom of the country, but entered into 


usefulness. 


the honorable state of matrimony.” 
oo 


* We learn from the Falmouth Post, of the 25th 
of April, that at this meeting the following important 


uestions were put to the apprentices by Messrs. 


endy and Dexter. 


of the opening of 


I now continue to supply 
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MONTEGO BAY, 


Our brethren Messrs. Burchell and Knibb 
have held the first anniversaries of the open- 
ing of their new chapels, The following 
account of the service at Montego Bay is 
copied from the Falmouth Post of April 25th 
last : 

“On Saturday last, was the first anniver- 
sary of the opening of the Montego Bay 
Baptist Chapel, under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. Thomas Burchell. Early in the 
morning, the various schools established by 
the Rey. Mr. Burchell, assembled with their 
teachers in different parts of this town. 
The British, the Infant, the Sabbath schools 
of Montego Bay, met their teachers, Mr. 
Andrews and Miss Cumming, and assistant 
teachers, at the premises in Union-street. 
The Mount Carey Schools, with their teach- 
er, Mr. Hayles, met at the Old Chapel pre- 
mises. The schools, at present conducted 
at St. Andrew’s, by Mr. Vaughan, met at his 
residence. The Montpelier School, under 
the care of Mr. Chambers, met at the resi- 
dence of that gentleman ; and the Shortwood 
and Bethel Hill Schools, superintended by 
Miss Scott and the Miss Reids, assembled 
at the new chapel. Many of the children, 
some so young as four years, had travelled 
a distance of twenty-five miles to be present 
on this festive occasion. 

“ At ten o’clock the schools, that were ar- 
ranged in the other places already mentioned, 
moyed in processional order to the chapel ; 
and certainly, greater decorum and propriety 
could not existin the best organized system of 
school management than seemed to prevail 
amongst the children of these schools.” 

The service of the day was commenced by. 
the children singing the hymn from Will- 
cock’s Selection, 333,—. 


“ Beyond the glittering starry skies,” &c , 


and Mr. Andrews, of the Montego Bay 
schools, engaged in prayer, and read a por- 
tion of Scripture. : 
Mr, Vaughan, of the school at St. Andrews, 
read from one of the Sunday Collection — 
hymns, 133— os 


J. Have you ever heard from the Baptist Mission- 
aries that you would all be free on the Ist of August 
next? (criesof mo, Sir, we never did.) 

2. Have they ever told you that you were to-sit 
down and do no work after the Ist of August. (No, 
Sty, they never did.) 

3. The papers say that you will not work when en- 
tirely free: will Se be willing to work for fair and 
equitable wages? (Loud cries of yes, Sir, we will.) 

4, 1s there any preedial apprentice here who does 
not mean to work as usual? If so, let him lift up 
his.hand that we may know what we have to e: 

( a gentleman stood up, and emphatically observed, 
no 


one. } : 
5. If any one should be so wicked as to try to fill | 
jyour minds ng berg gp singttrerng are all to” 
ree in August next, will you take him, whethe 
be white brown, ot black, the peut 
at he may be punished? (Loud eri 


“ Come, children, hail the Prince of Peace,"&c., 
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Chapel Collection, the Rey. Mr. Burchell 
addressed the schools separately (the pupils 
standing while he spoke) with encouraging 
and appropriate remarks upon their conduct 
and the goodly number present, and stated 
the schools and their numbers to be thus :— 

Montego Bay Day-school, 167—Infant- 
school, 80—Sabbath-school, 710; Mount 
Carey Day-school, 189—Infant-school, 81 
—Sabbath-school, 750; Shortwood Day- 
schoo], 65 —Sabbath-school, 221; Bethel 
Hill Day-school, 75—Sabbath-school, 330 ; 
Montpelier Day-school, 73; St Andrew’s 
Day-school, 81—Sabbath-school, 184; Eden 
Estate Evening-school, 101; Bethel Hill 
Evening-school, 17; Catherine Hall Even- 
ing-school, 73 ; and Spring Garden Evening- 
school, 137. Making in Day-schools 600. 
—In Infant-schools, 161, which are also 
Day-schools.—In Evening-schools, 328 ;— 
and in Sunday-schools, 2201 ; giving a total 
of 3290 souls, receiving moral and religious 
instruction, under the patronage and through 
the instrumentality of Mr. Burchell. Upon 
the subject of Evening-schools, Mr. Burchell 
said that the people owed a debt of grati- 
tude to George Gordon, Esq., for the assist- 
ance he rendered in the establishment of 
them; and otherwise spoke in pleasing terms 
of that gentleman’s efforts in the cause of 
education, and the interest he manifested in 
the welfare of the people, from which means, 
principally and efficiently, are the advantages 
of the country to be derived and secured. 
He mentioned that the children from Mont- 
pelier had been accommodated by the over- 
seer of that property with the means of 
conveyance to bring them to the festivities 
of the day; and he said he felt himself called 
upon to tender him his thanks publicly for 
this act of kindness. The Rev. gentleman 
also referred to a school to be established at 
Rose Mount,* at the request, and with the 
assistance, of Doctor Roper, and that the 
school would be under the management of 
Mr. Bryan, = 

At the conclusion of this narration, Mr. 
Bryan led the children with the hymn 


** Joyful,’ commencing, 
“ Tf we the Saviour seek by prayer,’”’ &c., 


which was sung, as well as the other hymns, 


3 with much grace, accompanied by the chapel 


4 
iE 


organ, played by Mrs. Bennett, lately from 
England, in a tasteful manner. 
‘Mr. Burchell then delivered a comprehen- 


sive and solemn address to the children and 
_ their parents from Matthew, xi. 14, “ Suffer | 


little children,” &e. The principles and doe- 


trines of pious, religious, and moral guardian-. 


ship, were explained and enforced in their 


is i 


ienbiie ae peerodianail > iL sro - 
~ .-,® This school is now in operation, 


Ss 
aD: 


different bearings and connexions, in such a 
manner, that while the admonitions roused 
the imagination and warmed the affections, 
they were of a description to carry conviction 
to the heart, and, it is hoped, will never be 
effaced from the memory of those who 
heard and were affected by them. 

Mr. Burchell engaged in prayer, and the 
children concluded with singing the two last 
verses of the Epistle of Jude, to the tune 
‘* Adoration.” 

The different schools then repaired to the 
places in which they had assembled in the 
morning, where each pupil was presented 
with a book, or some other token of reward, 
by their respective teachers. 

It is worthy of remark that all the 
teachers of the schools, except Miss Scott, 
Mr, Andrews, and Mr. Hayles, are natives, 
trained and instructed for educational pur-_ 
poses, by the direction and under the espe- 
cial patronage of Mr. Burchell. One of 
these teachers is a black man of very pro- 
mising qualifications, and who, with piety, 
humility, and application, the writer of this 
account hopes yet to see following in the 
steps of his esteemed and _ benevolent 
exemplar. 

The next day, Sunday, Mr. Burchell 
preached to a very numerous congregation, 
from the 6th chap. of Zechariah, parts of 
the 12th and 13th verses, ‘‘ Behold the man 
whose name is THE BRANCH; and he - 
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall 
build the temple of the Lord; even He shall 
build the temple of the Lord; and he shall 
bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon 
his throne.” 

Before Mr. Burchell began his discourse, 
he alluded at some length to rumours that 
had_-gone abroad intended to disturb the 
peace and quietude of society, which he 
said were to the effect, that the apprentice-. 
ship of the Preedial, as well as the Non- 
Predial class, was to terminate at the first 
of August ensuing. He denied in very 
explicit terms that these rumours were cor- 
rect, and guarded the people against believ-. 
ing them. He explained the difference, — 
which the abolition law meant should be for _ 
the advantage of those who had to serve 
six years. [He told them that the responsi- 
ble administration of that law was placed in. 
the hands of government officers, and to 
them were they to look for protection, and 
from them they had a right to expect justice 
and support, when ill-treated or oppressed. 
He said, some persons who wished to do . 
evil to the apprentices, would endeavour to. — 
trouble their minds with false information, — 
and he enjoined them therefore, that when-_ 
ever they heard any report whatever, on- 
the question of the termination of the ap- 


| prenticeship, to mention it at ‘the earliest. 
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possible time to the Special Magistrates, 
who are bound by their official duty and 


character to tell them the truth, whether it | 


was favorable or unfavorable, and who were 
equally bound to guard them against impo- 
sition. They had borne patiently, he said, 


more than one half of the apprenticeship, | 


and had done well the duty that had been 
assigned to them as apprentices under the 
law; and nothing would give him, and their 
friends here and in England, greater satis- 
faction, than to know that they will do 
better, if possible, during the remaining 
two years; he told the apprentices to be 
particularly careful how they conducted 
themselves, as many people would endea- 
your to excite their feelings so that power 
may be*used against them; and the Rev. 
gentleman advised them for these reasons, 
‘and others which he strenuously enforced, 
to'believe no report affecting their interest 
in the apprenticeship laws, other than what 
the Special Magistrates told them, to whom 
in all cases he recommended them to refer 
whenever any report was made to them. 

-©-The congregation listened with great 


éarnestness, and not a word of discon- 
tent was expressed; but all seemed 
Yather to respond to what Mr. 


Burchell had emphatically said was their 
duty, namely, to obey the laws of the land; 
because such obedience was commanded by 
‘God, and was the more particularly ex- 
pected from every pious and christian 
citizen,” 
iy? °S BROWN’S TOWN. 
Extract from a letter of the Rev. J. Clarke. 
_. “Yesterday I visited the part of Claren- 
don bordering on this parish ; nearly thirty 
miles distant. The people in the neighbour- 
hood are in general yery ignorant and super- 
titious. Upwards of two hundred assem- 
led to hear the word, under a neat thatched 
shed erected for the purpose by some free 
settlers and apprentices. I addressed them 
fron feta sv 30 “The times of this igno- 
nce God winked at, but now commandeth 
all men.every where to repent,” The dis- 
urse.was listened to with great attention ; 
nd-many.expressed their gratitude for my 
eoming. Lreturned to Bethany, and preached 
ia te school-room in the eyening. I regret 
the distance being so great, that I shall sel- 
dom be able to visit this destitute part of the 
island, but purpose going as often as I can, 


| Beil 01 Sry 
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for great as the distance is, I cannot feel 
reconciled that so many should be living in 
unconcern, and almost total ignorance of 
the things which belong to their peace, with- 
out any attempt being made to show them 
their danger, aud point them to the Saviour 
of sinners. My good friend, Mr. Wall- 
bridge, of the Mico institution, is willing to 
commence a school that the young there 
may be taught to read the Word of God.” 


Another Extract, dated Brown’s Town, 
January 2, 1838. 


“Tn my last, I mentioned that the chapel 
is much too small. It contains, densely 
crowded, about 1000 persons. There is no 
room for the sabbath-school children, (from 
three to four hundred in number.) They 
are partly kept in the school-room, and a 
part, I am sorry to say, cannot be in any 
way accommodated. In addition to these, 
there are generally two or three hundred 
persons, anxious, but unable, to obtain ad- 
mission; who, after coming many miles to 
hear the Word of life, are obliged to return 
disappointed to their homes. Part of the 
congregation was drawn off by the formation 
of the new station (Bethany), which bids 
fair to equal this; but the vacancies were 
soon filled up, and again ‘the place is too 
strait for us ;’ so that we are compelled to say, 
“Give place that we may dwell.’ To meet 
the exigency, we must either enlarge the 
chapel, or form a third station, in the oppo- 
site direction of Bethany. The latter would, 
for many reasons, be preferable. It would . 
take the gospel means to the doors of man 
who now have to travel eight or ten miles es 
attend Brown’s Town Chapel, and it would 
enable us to bring hundreds under the — 
means of grace who are living in careless- __ 
ness and in sin. Butitisimpracticable(un- 
less you would consent to send another —_ 
missionary to share with me the cultivation 
of this large and promising field of useful- 
ness), as my,strength would not enable ig 
give three stations the attention they de- 
mand. * * * [rejoice to say that 
has not left us without witness of h’ 
and willingness to save and to bles 
baptized during the past 57 
There are now nearly 50 cand: 
tism, to whom. I hope 
ordinance, and mat 
believe are under serious 
souls.” aa 


ee 


: 
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Baylis, Port Maria, Feb. 5; T. Burchell, Montego Bay, Jan. 30, (with others at Lucea 
March 8, 27, April 2; F. Gardner, Kingston, Feb. 7 < J.M. Phillippo, Spanish Towe, 
Feb. —, 28, April 5, 26; W. Dendy, Bethtephil, Feb: 6, (two), April 10, 16, 23; B. B. 
Dexter, Stewart Town, Jan. —; S. Oughton, Lucea, Feb. 20, March 19; John Clarke, 
Jericho, Feb. 2, April 19; H. C. Taylor, Old Harbour, Feb, 24, April 23; W. White- 
horne, Mount Charles, March 2; Joshua Tinson, Kingston, Feb. 6, April 29; J. King- 
don, Manchioneal, March 21; J. Hutchins, Sav. la Mar, March 7; D. Day, Port Maria, 
March 24, Lucea, April 24; J. R. Andrews, Montego Bay, April 3; J. Clark, Brown’s 


a 


Town, April 2, 22; T. E. Ward, Falmouth, April3; W.G. Barrett, Four Paths, April 17. 
BAuAMAs.—E. F. Quant, Nassau, Jan. 1, 26, March 4; J. Burton, Nassau, Feb. 1, 12, 


March —; Thomas Applegate, Feb. 13; 


T. Leaver, Feb. 5;-Members of Church at 


Nassau, Feb. 12; Messrs. Applegate and Leaver, Nassau, March 12, 
HonpurAs.—A. Henderson, Belize, March 14, 23. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS, 


On Wednesday, March 28, Mr. Joseph 
Harris was designated to the work of a mis- 
sionary at the Baptist Chapel, St. Albans, 
in the presence of a numerous and deeply 
interesting assembly. The business of the 
day was commenced with reading the scrip- 
ture and prayer, by the Rey. Henry Burgess, 
of Luton ; the secretary of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society delivered the introductory 
discourse, and asked the usual questions; 
Rey. J. W. Wayne, of Hitchin, offered the 
designation prayer; the Rev. W. Upton (Mr. 
Harris’s pastor) addressed to him a suitable 
and affectionate charge from Acts xxvi. 18 ; 
and the concluding prayer was presented by 
the Rev. Edmund Hull, of Watford. 

Mr. Harris, with his family, has since 

‘sailed for Ceylon, in the Herald, Captain 
Watt, being the second of the ten mission- 
aries whose passage has been provided for 
by the subscriptions raised by Mr. Pearce, 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

The county of Northampton was visited, 
during the month of May, by Messrs. J. 
Leechman and W. W. Evans, as a deputa- 
tion from the Society. We are happy to 
state that they were very kindly received, 
and that the collections have been conside- 
rably increased. An increased interest in 
the welfare of the Society appeared to be 
awakened, and we are led to expect great 
things from our Northamptonshire friends 
in future years. The amount received, in- 
cluding the Ladies’ Bazaar at Northampton, 


was £400, 13s. 3d., of which the particulars 
will be found amongst the list of contribu- 
tions. An auxiliary society has been formed 
for the county, and also associations for col- 
lecting weekly subscriptions, in connexion 
with each place. 

BAST KENT. 

We noticed, in our Herald for July last 
year, the resolution of our friends composing 
the East Kent Association, to raise their 
Missionary contributions to an amount. at 
least equal to one penny a week from each 
member belonging to the associated churches. 
We perceive with much pleasure, that this 
resolution has been carried into effect. The 
number of members in the eleven churches 
is 976, and the sum required £211. 9s. 4d., 
but the contributions, as announced in the 
following list, amount to £220. 14s. 11d. 
‘‘ Having redeemed our pledge,” says our 
esteemed friend and brother, the Secretary 
of the Auxiliary ‘we are now anxious that 
this should not be regarded as an extraor- 
dinary effort, but rather as the point of 
depression, below which the churches will 
never sink.” 

WILTS AND EAST SOMERSET. 

A considerable increase, we are happy to 
learn, has taken place in the receipts of this 
Auxiliary at the recent anniversary meetings. 
The sum of £269. 13s. 6d, has been received 
from the Treasurer, Benjamin Anstie, Esq., 
full particulars of which will be duly in- 
serted in the Annual Report for 1839. 


- 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from April 22 to June 8, 


1838, not including individual subscriptions : 


col xiliary, by G. Morris, Esq. 45 0 0'{ Liverpool Auxiliary, by W. Rushton, Esq. 90 0 0 
ow A ny Re MW Norton... 24.17 7 | Aldborough, by Rev. }. Swindell......... 510 0 
uxi ; Mis, Evans.. 11 6 8 | Lutterworth, by Rev. J. @. Hewlett......  5- Oo 
: . 2 0 0| Westgate Juv. Society, iford, Yorksh.. 10 @ Q. 

2 6 7| Oakham, Collected by Mrs. Crate ......+. 1 14_ & 

013 0 | Collection at Risca, Monmouthshire-...... 215 0° 

. 200 0 0 Luton, Union Chapel, by Rev. J. S. 25 9 9 

4215 6 16.18 8. 


Ashford and Brabourne, by wg ogre : 
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Church Street Auxiliary, by Mr. Hunt ... 34 13 4 | Maze Pond, Ladies, for Female eee 
Children in Mico Charity School, King- by Mrs. Haighton ...... etc e ERT O 
ston, Jamaica, by Rev. J. M. Trew w.» 210 0 | Datchet, collected by Mrs. Bailey P-t 250..9 
Colchester, by Rev. J. Leechman........ 20 6 10 | Earls Colne, vip os ae &e., LE Rev. 
Voluntary Donations of Pupils in Baptist J. D. Reynolds .. Steet Oe 
Free School, by Mr. Kendrick . 3 1 8 | Chepstow, by Mr, Slad £120 
Wilts & Somerset scale on ‘account, Norfolk Auxiliary, by John Culley, Esq. 
“by B. Anstie, Esq.... . 200 0 0 babs 
East Kent sey are Ei by Rev. EE MM ‘Cramp: Aylsham .....e+esees 
_ Ashford .... 416 7 Dereham .....,.0..s-seee sees 
Bethersden .. <e 4 10 6 PaAkenuatiiecdsc« cies erie stats 26 
Brabourne .. 4.35 6 Foulsham 22%. 6.25086 
Canterbury.. 59 2 4 Ingham .. 
Deal csc 14 0 0 Lynn (including “donation “of 
Dover .. 61 7 0 £100 from Mrs. ee aeve uty 3 0 
Eythome,. 15 5 6 Norwich, St. Mary’s......++++ 3 
Folkestone .. 718 6 —— St. Clement's. dee ad 33 18 4 
Margate .... ao i Saat Pr} ———- Oxford ia aoaneet = 28 17—0. 
Ramsgate ..... pra ~O "8 Neatishead......+ me 3.7 8 
St. Petargusangegwerims cress 29-2 10 Salehouse. «> BASS 
: = Swaffham .. 5 3 6 
- 220 14 11 Yarmouth. 2. .ccseess as 1016 1 
Previously acknowledged and —- 347 14 3 
GEPENSES. 550; siwesevesecs 106 16-4 Oxfordshire race 3 cc is Friniet  | Esq.: | 
as 63.18 - 7 Naunton},....... se 30-11-10 
Bucks, by Rev. P. ZEEE. - Coate and Bampton . Mice et 310 0 
Chesham sey eerie 5 23 611 14° 1°10 
Haddenham .. West Kent, by Rev. W. G. conte £1 : 
8053 —9 Chatham, Zion Chapel...... 16 8 8 
Northampton Auxiliary, by Rev. Messrs. Smarden ....s..seeeeeeee 218 5 
Js poodle ey see 28 SF abe Grafty Green .....55... 1-3 
pte oes Wied 7 0 0 Tenterden .....+..+0s060 7 40 
Brayfield...... Pics 3: 0-4 Sandhurst acccs. 44 Fiestas 8 ETD 
Brington . 5 4-0 a SE BS 
Bugbrook... 8 3 6 Wilts and East Somerset Auxiliary, by Benjamin 
Burton-Latimer . 6 0 0 Anstie, Esq., Treasurer ; 
_Braunston ..,. 6 010 Bradfordass.weccesent visas oe oe - 
Pee 80: 29 7 0 Beckington ....-0++ seesees ; 
Hackleton .. 12 20 Chippenham ....... 
Kislingbury .. 133-47 Corsham ......++ 
Kingsthorpe .....0s.esesese. 5 10 0 D6 ViGOS cc cosasive picecde 
Lamport Missionary Box ... 0-7 6 Melksham .......... -. ia AS a 
‘Long Buckby ........ mt to Shrewton............. 016 8 
Milton (including 16s. ‘for T.) 148 6 Trowbridge ....++ . 4917 0 * 
Morton Pinkney .............. 3 7 6 Warminster....... Jeektpeat ical — 
Northampton, ollege Street, 217 14 2 Westbury Leigh ............ 2218 0 - 
(£90 8 7 for India) : 269 13-6 —= 
ce Church Lane 315 4 : ; 
toa aye cacetecss Pate caseh ace FEDS ; ; 
Ravensthorpe .. a 470 COLLECTIONS, April 29th. 4 
Thrapstone .......... 16 0 0 F $2 P 
‘Wrest-Haddon :... sa 216 Old Brentford, ....., 
- Woodford. ....escseee 466 Stepney College 
‘Weston by ‘Weedon. | me RE Battersea, ..... 
Towcester cette: <ovstcasedarse 18-15 0 paltere Male 


Me Ro 
North of England Auxiliary, by Rey. R 


Pengilly swsacscsscstteses socks : . 

Jersey & Gusher: by Rev. J. Dyer, ; an, —— Joseph Belcher 

Temesa Heth Collection LAO | paeep elect, vs) =: Rou Lessee’ 
by flev: Di pes ne a Devonshire Square,. Mig eS poe 

Battle Weekly Subs ; : 108 7 3 | Homerton, Row, ws — Dz Cartis vote 

teane oy Brie alias . tial com Yar pees 

Aston Clinton, by Mr. Amsden ore = i Keppel Street, . 

Suffolk Society in aid of Missions, by S$. BOW sis sichcanies 

Fag se eneeteees ‘ohotevetedeqe Leer O 

Beech Hill ollection by Rev. J. Rod f 

Dorman's Land, Subscriptions by Rev @. re 

Chapiligniatexciehensinssnpctrievecacey 7407 

sien Sunday School, 


Crrrerees 


ollecti 


BamraocSonn 


Mi 
is 
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; 


ey 


© © So aS bic Be 


MISSIONARY HERALD. 


In the following instances; the Collection John Street, ....se.005 J. H, Evans 140 
was included in the amount paid in Trinity Chapel, ...... B. Lewis 15 
from the Auxiliary Society : 


Poplar, : .... Rey. James Upton.. 11 12 0 | Collection at Surrey oa after Sermon 
Maze Pond, -» «» John Aldis.... 5319 0 by Rev. John Birt . 56 
Hackney, ..s.sesee0.. «> -Dr. Cox «..v.. -70--8-.8 | Collection at usesies “Chapel, “Annual 
Spencer Place, RS stan ¥ Peacock.... 1619 9| Meeting...... pmgita saareebtnwadagtes. 11S 
Li : ee J. Chin... | 
ion St., Walworth { <+ g: Guin na} 48 0 0} 
DONATIONS 
Rev. W. Norton, ...... T -2 0 0) Thomas Bickham, Esq. Ch 
San @iaehata is 2 ? VOUM covuseve see O 
Mr. Thomas Boyce, Brisiol .. seoeees 1 0 0 | Mr, Wardon, Gréndon «. iSO 
Mr. Carter, Bexley coe % 5 0 ©} Mrs. Carter.. ..... Pees 5 
Friend at New Mill.. Sectisoses 2 0 0} Mr. Harrison, Luton cers cssv0e 1 
A.B. : 0 10 0} Friend, by Mrs. Cox.. 5 
jeenes Douglas, Esq. Cavers +» 100 0 O07] Sarah Hughes oa 0 
Rev. W. wid a ae ee Teiaesss 010 0} Joseph Crosier, Esq. 25 
Mr. Bayley, by Rev. C. Stovel.. 010 0] Mrs. Eason and Pupils, for Bios 5 
R. S. by Mr.. Wightman.... 4 (0 0} Mr. Cole, by Rey. J. Burton .... 1 
Anonymous ....-... 2 0 0} Of thine own have | given th ee”... 0 
Mr. Joshua Vines, by Dr. Murch ... 10.0 0 | Sible Hedingham, ene: PY Rev. R. 
DEB for Jamaica .. add eacet0 05-0 Langford ..... saaoseene 2 
Mr. W. Blackmore, Wandsworth . toopenee 10 0 O 
LEGACIES. 
Mrs. Mary Jennings, late of Camberwell, (Mrs. Foster and Mrs Dyer, Executrixes).. 42 2 4 
Henry Tritton, Esq. late of Battersea, (D. Barclay, Esq., Rev. R. Tritton, and H. 
Tritton, BGG; APRECUUITS) Sabess ces gaee Oe ot TEN INIA eRIsE BE then Eoiee RSIS TMA 90 0 0 
Rey. James Turquand, late of NES ie Whiners Esq., and Rev. James 
Millard, MXCCUtors) —savsiscenescce tac ss ciseeanebe recat ohapo a reyeCSr aie BUC=n a ae sie is WeaIOTe 0 0 


Contributions towards sending out ten additional Missionaries to India. 


Messrs, Caslon and Livermore ......sccsceceseseeecves oe cee 1010 0 
Addlestone Friend, in farthings ....... teen) v 0 
Paes oe 5 re 0-10 0 
Rev. D. Wassell ‘and Friends, "Bristol aaah sk) Seah, 
= Rev. J. Jerard, Coventry 100 
Mr. Whittem, Do. 2 0 0 
Mr. Porter, Do. .... 0 5 0 
Mr. J. Gammon, 4 Walling for ye ee 010 0 
J. L. Phillips, Esq. Ss Melisham erate aie nee 10 0 0 
Mrs. Swinscow .. .. Soaps 20-0 
Mrs. Gardiner, Cheltenham. ; 10 0-0 
Dr. Bell, Do. .... 100 
Mrs. Page, Trowbridge, second donation = 30 0 0 
R. B. Sherring, Esq., Brtstod 1. ccccsassecscecessevcreseessenece 20 0 0 
Rey. T. S. Crisp, Do. <sssevviece ve anes misono 5 0-0 
Edward Wells, Esq., Slade End ey pene mail Upsets SO OO) 
Harlow, Collected by S. B. wo. ss csevsecceraveceees coceee fet 2-6 
Miscellaneous Contributions for Special Objects. 
Of Central Negroes’ Friend Society, by Miss Stacey, 
For Schools at Spanish Town, by Rev. J. M. Phillippo ...........-.. 50 0 0 
Salter’s Hill, by Rev. W. Dendy............+.:.0002+- 25 0 0 
Brown’s Town, by Rev: John Clark v.csev cee seeea es va 20™0°°0 
—_—__—._ Stewart Town, by Rev. B. B. Dexter ........ ay ae OU Ol) 
Mr, Young and Friends, Taunton, for Rey. J. M. Phillippo.... See oO. O 
Mrs. Mary Robinson, Dulwich, for eed PEBULCHe tne dase teas 2 0 0 
04 Collections remitted from the Churches in Jamaica. 
fo ae 
= See Montego Bay, (on account), tvseeeeeseeeeeeeesReV. LT, Burchell........ 61 0 0 
‘ Kingston, Hanover Street, ..+-+ssseeresceneese oe Jee LIMSON ae neuen sen0L= 0 an 
i - East Queen Street, and Port Royal, «. FE. Gardner ..... 51 1 8 
err Hmouth, oe sccrceee sees sersesscceneeecncsee oe W. Knibb.... ... 100 0 0 
af ee Mount Qhatles a .cscchtsee ete? ‘. W. Whitehorne .. 1613 4 
= oy z Stewart Town, and Rio Bueno, ? stata) = Rion e OKGER Fs opareas DUE Die Uy 
ear: St inn’s Bay, ....- io. LeEs cA DDOtb) op stays sana, 
at 3 ae HCE Taylor eieas? 20. -Q>y0 
aa Gai Lets Poilippo 100 0 0 
3518 = We Dena 100 0 0 
oer fy a - Deni cnt . 
Se Rods! < 10 0 0 ; 
: Ree Rt . 50 0 0 
py John Clarke...» trees 50 00 
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Towards the Debt owing by the Society. 


Already acknowledged ..sseseevecrenes Uy MEROR Ear Te of 
Friend at Watford ....+.66 Ser oe 00 
Mr. W. Hawkins... .....csecccscccccvccccssesenscescenes 20 
Rt. Hon. Lord Holland ...0.. 000s cecesecocesesccoeevqus 00 
Mr. Harrison, Hadlow ......c0sccevesssvecvecscecssvserecss 00 
Mrs, Priestley, Buckimgham ....-s0escseccescesscccsessserce eeesecess « 0 0 
F. B. Long, Esq. Blackheath ....sereeeee eeGals SWens Oem Sega pea casa 30 0 0 
Rt. Hon. Lord Seaford ........eee008 CAC te Ge OOO DOCEIOLDL irre 50 0 0 
e 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. » 


. The Annual Report is now in the press, and will be ready for distribution in a few 
days. - — z pmekes 
‘The thanks of the Committee are returned to Messrs. E. and J. Hemming, of Astwood, 
for a package of needles for distribution by Mr. Knibb; to Mrs. Fernie, Tottenham ; 
Mrs. Stanley, Wokingham; and Mr. Wm. Foster, Hebden Bridge, for books and mag- 
ste Mae oe A e fas Spee 
A box of fancy articles for Mrs. Phillippo has been received from the Misses Rust, of — 
Greenwich ; another from Ladies at Guilsborough, by the Rey. James Clark, for Mr. 
Burchell; and another from Alice Horne, near St. Peter’s, for the Jamaica Schools. 
Mrs. Dexter, of Stewart Town, desires us to acknowledge the receipt of a box of us 
and fancy articles, from kind friends at Ashford ; and Mr. Hutchins, of Savanna la Mar, 
for similar favours from Ladies at Ipswich, and at Badeox Lane, Frome, 
‘ We regret to announce that the health of our beloved brother, the Re aed 
has suffered so greatly from his recent exertions, restricted as they have been, tha 
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- ERRATUM-—In our last report, the collection at 
5 1e printer, stated to be four shillings, instead of four 
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JULY, 1838. 


Subscriptions and Donations received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen’s Row 
Walworth; by the Rev. J, Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street; and the Rey. Srerumn Davis, $2, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. 
Muitrarp, Bishopsgate Street ; SANDERS, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE 
& Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. C. ANpERson, Edinburgh; ‘the Rev. Mr. 
Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, 
Doblin; by Mr. J. Hopkins, Bull Street, Birmingham; by Mr. J. H. Atuen, Norwich; 
and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


By the time that this number of our Chronicle is in the hands of many of our readers, 
our brethren Hinton and Stovel will be on their way to Ireland. May we hope they 
will be accompanied by the prayers of the friends of religion in that country, that it may 
please God, not only to have them under his holy keeping, but to render their visit emi- 
nently useful in converting sinners, and strengthening the things that remain among 
saints, Of these last, unhappily they are not likely to meet with many. ‘That there are 
truly pious people in Ireland we do not question; but we fear that over the district 
through which our brethren will chiefly travel, not many such will be found. The valley 
is full, very full, like that which Ezekiel saw, but they are dead ; ‘‘ there were very many 
in the open valley, and, lo! they were very dry.” That God can raise them to new life, 
none will question ; that he is likely to do this by means of his gospel, is equally admitted. 
Our course therefore is clear, to go and preach the gospel, and to ask earnestly, humbly, 
for his blessing ; ‘*breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 

It may be interesting to our readers to have a general idea of the route marked out: for 
our brethren. At the city of Waterford and its neighbourhood they are likely to spend 
a few of their first days in Ireland, from whence they will proceed by different courses to 
Cork. After spending a few days there, they are to go in different directions to Limerick, 
and through Queen’s County, King’s, Meath, and Kildare to Dublin. They will preach 


_ in court-houses, school-houses, in fields, and under trees, as they can get opportunity ; © 


each of them once per day, perhaps oftener. The effort, so far as we are concerned, is a 
new one; it has been made for some time past by the Church Home Missionary Society, 
but is now discouraged among Conformists, as opposed to canonical regulations. Hap- 
pily, with Dissenters such regulations are of no weight. Should this effort be successful, | 
we hope to repeat it as the means may be afforded, convinced that we must look to such 
means much more than to the operation of established churches, or the influence of 
schools, for the overthrow of the Man of Sin, and the acceleration of the triumphs of the 
truth as itis in Jesus. Would that we could find a few men, thoroughly imbued with 
the Spirit of Christ, who would employ every energy in making known to all classes the _ 
gospel of salvation. 

The Committee have already stated their earnest wish to receive the overtures of two 
or three men of missionary zeal, who may be permanently stationed in certain places in 
Ireland loudly calling for their labours. This wish is being responded to. They still 
urge it, the more especially as many of our churches, amid an increasing attention to 
missionary work among the heathen, are determined that Ireland shall not be overlooked. 
“Say not ye there are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold I say unto 
you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to the harvest. 
And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal.” Many years ' 
since the devoted Samuel Pearce said of Ireland what is still true, “ Most of the rich are 
; ip OS : 2% 
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by profession Protestants ; the poor dre nearly all papists, and strongly prejudiced against 
the reformed religion. Their ignorance and superstition are scarcely inferior to that of 


the miserable Hindoos.” 


Nevertheless, many of them will hear the word of life, 


especially when presented by ministers against whom ecclesiastical prejudices cannot 
lie. Be it ours to place that word before them, so that hearing it, they may be brought 


to believe and obey, and have everlasting life. 


From recent correspondence the following extracts are taken ;— 


Under date of May 10th, Mr, M‘Carthy 
writes thus :— 


My dear brother, 


I have this day received the Patriot, con- 
taining the excellent and appropriate speeches 
made at the Finsbury Chapel, in hehalf of 
the Baptist Irish Society, on Tuesday, the 
Ast inst.; and while I embrace so suitable an 
opportunity for expressing my thankfulness to 
God, for giving such a munificent spirit to 
our friends and brethren in England, as he 
has poured upon them this year, allow me | 
also to congratulate you and the Committee 
on the success which has already accompanied 
your labours. 


* When heaven regards the deed, 
Some special good is nigh.” 


I could give many cogent reasons why the 
church is so very indisposed to arise up from 
the dust, and help herself, and why so much 
activity has been in operation on the other 
hand, to extinguish every effort made to carry 
the benevolent objects of your Committee 
into effect.. Your agents stand between great 
obstacles, obstacles greater than any but those 
located in this country can possibly conccive, 
party prejudice, and moral darkness. Could 
they, like Samson, take hold of ‘these two 
mighty pillars, and demolish the hideous 
fabric supported -upon them, even suppose 
they were to perish in the enterprise, I think 
they would die in peace, being inspired with 
the hope that the labours of their successors 
would then: be crowned with abundant’ suc- 
CESSih) 2) SLAG 
_» From the 25th ef March last, when I sent 
my last letter, I continued with regular and 
constant course preaching at my fixed stations 
and other places till Thursday, the 29th, 
when I received.a joint letter from: brother | 
Berry and: our friends: at’ Dunnoughmore, 
inviting me to assist him at the baptism of 
some candidates ; to which call’ instantly 
responded, The next day I arrived atClan: 
killy,:and to the place of «my destination the 
next evening. Here were mingled feelings of 
joy and \regret ; joy that two of the family 
had:heartily embraced the gospel, and’ regret 
that their murdered brother was not there, to 
participate in the, bliss of .the| approaching 
ay And this was exceedingly so to me, as 

oubt whet er more genuine rega d; existed 
between Jonathan.and David) than shat ybich 
gid Ue Sar O5Rom Sf BIC a 5 

ay, April fe a temporary 


ae ale ’ 
erected | 


contiguous to the water; and after the usual 


| routine of singing, praying, and exhortation 


had been gone through, brother Berry bap- 
tized two Miss Frazers, Miss Powel, and 
Mr. Henry Dunn. I have no doubt but the 
untimely death of this fine, manly, and unpa- 
ralleled young fellow, under God, has been 
the means of rousing the whole of this large 
and lovely family to the consideration of their 
eterna] welfare. But he is 


Snatched from all earthly care, 
To gain immortal bliss. 


We returned to the house, refreshed and 
blessed ; and after having preached as appro- 
priate a sermon as I could on the occasion, 
the newly-baptized persons, with five or six 
others, commemorated the Redeemer’s bleed- 
ing love. I was induced to expatiate much on 
this exhilarating subject, while at the table, 
and to explain the constitution and the go- 
vernment of the church of Christ, which 
seemed to be a word in season. ‘The swect 
savour of that day is indeed delightful to my 
soul to this present hour. And how pleasing 
to reflect, the ground J have been ploughing 
for many years, and the seed I have sown, 
through the divin: influence, has, under the 
ministration of brother Berry, ripened to per- 
fection. ‘‘ Happy is the people that ts in 
such a case, yea, happy is that people whose 
God is the Lord,”’ The next day I visited 
my much esteemed friend and brother of 
Newtown, Mr. Shortt, whose heart was with 
us, but is cut off fromthe external means by 
old age and infirmity. From this I proceeded 
to Abbeyliex ; and alchough IT was not ex- 
pected, nor the announcement of my intention 
to preach given till 1 arrived there, we had a 
larger assemblage in the evening than any of 
us calculated upon. I can never allow ihe 
thought to. escape from my breast, but this 
place will yet become.a fruitful field, though 
many obstacles), have. hitherto,,.stood in 
the way... When gloomy. prospects , hovered 
in, view, both. as) it regards, this and other 
places, 1, have been reanimated with this, re- 
flection,,we; have jtruth,on our side,; our mo- 
ceo and, it, is, the Lord’s.own work, 


d % it,to, ourish, . tf Next 
to 
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so unsuccessful the next day, though it too | 


was.unpropitious. After the usual routine, 
which was concluded in doors, we then pro- 
ceeded to a pond, and I baptized Mrs. Shar- 
man, when we returned, and commemorated 
_the love of our crucified Lord. And here 


again our joy was mingled with the deepest | 


sympathy, as we were all led to conclude, 
from the consumptive nature of her mother’s 
complaint, it was the last time we should 
meet her on a similar occasion. To begin 
well is good, but to end well is glorious, This 
is the test by which a sound conversion may 
be certainly known. She also is one of my 
children in the Lord, and was also baptized 
by me on Lord's day, the 24th of June, 
1627; and from that to this moment she has 


been an ornament to her profession, a comfort | 


to her family, and her example worthy of 
imitation by us all. She is happy in her 
Redeemer’s love,’and only waiting till he 
shall beckon her away to his eternal rest. 
These little hills of Zion are gradually, though 
slowly, increasing. We should have a consi- 
derable augmentation to the number of our 
communicants, if we dare disperse with the 
insurmountable obstacle, the baptism of be- 
lievers. The prejudice still prevailing against 
it i; almost inconceivable, though its force, 
when compared with what I have known it to 
be, is comparatively nothing. It, with other 
déctrines contained in the word cf the Lord, 
will grow into estimation in the same propor- 
tien the divine light chases the darkness from 
the minds of the people. While I look back 
on the past, and contemplate the riches of 
God’s goodness up to the present moment, in 
what he’ Has done in the small space of 
twenty-three years for Ireland, I am led to 
wonder. When my union with your Com- 
mittee commenced, the doctrine of election 
by grace was almost every where scouted ; 

but now it resounds from pulpit to pulpit, and 
by missionaries from hill to sill, Free and 
scriptural education, either by Sunday or day- 
schools, was hardly known; but now, with 
your schools and others, you could as hardly 
find an “umoceupied inch of g:ound to plant 
one. > Every ‘means the h:man mind could 
devise is in ‘operation for her ‘reformation, 
But most: of this is ‘working in & certain: quar- 
ter, and it is so far good; but if 4 you could 
tell us how to undermine the mass of error 
whith is operating’ ‘against all our united 
efforts, all would be well. I enclose the forms 
of the ‘schools, which will tell you’ “more abont 
them! than’ ‘T° could describe. However, 1 
should thention’ this: after the usual inspeéc- 
tion hasbeen’ gone through, we read a chap- 
ter, and’ ask”'the: children their opinion upon 
verse | ‘Wérsé, Which is’ sometimes very Satis- 
factori given ‘Every. thomenit is occupied 


one or another. other, Just now two ‘Methodist 
preach: ne = a to y invite me to 
assist then, at’ their mig= 


ae ee 


tow 9k sisiianst visisig 
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sionary meeting, to be held the 18th inst., to 
which [ have consented, 
Yours in the Gospel, 
J. M‘CARTHY, 


Mr. Berry writes to the Secretary :— 


Abbeyliex, June 2nd, 1838. 
Dear Sir, 

From the contents of the foregoing: pages, 
you will see that the Lord has enabled me to 
carry the message of mercy and peace to 
many, very many souls; and without taking 
in a very wide field, I have preached twenty- 


| Six times, held several meetings for prayer, 


and read the Scriptures for hundreds.. I could 
not suppose that the word of God has returned 
void, or that his gospel has nct been made 
powerful in the conversion of sinners. ‘lhe 
good weather has favoured me very much ; 
and although the country congregations are 
somewhat decreased, on account of the hurry 
of the season, still I have not allowed this to 
hinder them from hearing the word vf life; 

for I have gone into the fields, and without 
interfering much with their labour, I have 
said a word or two for my blessed Master ; 
and others, that would not come to preaching, 
have by this means heard the gospel. I can, 
I trust, say, and I would say it with great hu- 
mility, that I am becoming useful in this 
place. I am by degrees becoming acquainted ; 
and according as my acquaintance is extend- 
ing, the gospel is spreading. In some places 
I am cordially received; in others, weleomed 
by one part of the family, and rejected bythe 
other part; and. I am sorry to say some-are to 
be found that would not allow me tocpreach 
in their houses... Abbeyliex;:though small, 
has one of the largest: Orange lodges in: this 
country. . Among this class, humanly speak> 
ing, there is not much good to be expected, 
I am happy that one or two of the church 
have ceased meeting in their dodges: Phe 
Methodists are also prejudiced 5 and: somecof 
them, who receive my private visits kindly, 
would not allow mé to ‘preach in their houses ; 
and Roman Catholics: plainly. telb' me: they 
like my conversation, and: would: wish :to: hear 
me preach, but they are afraids Our morning 
school. will, I. trust, soften down>-prejudice, 
and prove: a blessing. to the dean: children, 
May-L ask a few primers and. spelling-books 
from Mrs. West, for this infant school ?o aAt 
national. schools I. think Iam doing: sqme 
good 3 still, the teachers. L have met with are 
Roman. Catholics, and» without, ;coming <into 
gonlition pate these, aseoeetts ikaptoee 
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my last enjoyed the peculiar favour of my 
Lord and Master, in maintaining me in health 
and vigour, to walk to and fro in this land of 
darkness; but not now a land of darkness 
(comparatively speaking) when I take a retro- 
spective view of its aspect twenty years ago. 
The Sun of righteousness seems to be rising 
with all his effulgence of glory ; I hail his 
appearance to reign and rule for evermore. 

As to the reception I have met from the 
lower class, [ am inadequate to explain ; they 
all hail me with cheerfulness, and hear the 
word of God with pleasure and delight; 
which I trust many of them have embraced 
dearly, asthe only guide for their eternal | 
Salvation. 

The schools under my care are thin at pre- 
sent, not from any opposition, as heretofore, 
but on account of the children being employed 
in the ficld. With regard to the tracts which | 
you have given me for distribution, there re- 
main only two in my possession. I hope to 
get as many more for the next month, as I | 
find the public thirsting for spiritual know- 
ledge. The Bibles and Testaments are not 
sufficient to supply the demand; I hope to 
get more for the next month. 

T now refer to simple facts. 


The last time | 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


said that he had been looking out for me with 
the greatest anxiety; he informed me of a 
discussion that was to fake place in Dublin, 
between priest M‘Guire and a minister of the 
established church ; ‘‘ but,”’ said he, ‘* I know 
that they are both wrong in many things, and 
particularly on infant sprinkling, as both hold 
it essential to salvation, that salvation which 
alone is imparted by faith in the finished work 
by Jesus Christ on the tree. 

As I had been distributing some tracts in 
a field, D. H,, of Rathlu, came up, to 
whom I gave a Good Priest, He walked 
with me toward his own house, and requested 
I would go in with him, to converse with his 
wife about the great truths of the gospel. 
After a short conversation, I referred them to 
the Epistle of the Romans, as they were all 
confident that the great truths of the almighty 
God were delivered to the primitive church 
first established in Rome, I referred them 
“to the law and to the testimony; if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.” 

I exhorted them to prove all things by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever. May the God of all grace crown all 
our feeble labours with abundant success ! 


I visited Patrick Boyle, of Ququnalaughy, he | R, Moore. 
| 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
From May 20, to June 20, 1838. 
Benjamin Risdon, Esq., Burlingham, near Pershore ............se00% ae ayn JNO 4 
Milton, by Miss Dent, moiety ...-.... ..2....ceeeececeeecs ee. | Di || 
Road, weekly Subscriptions, by Mr. W. Hands + Slt 
Thrapston, by Mr. Collier ...5....0sie000 A pigt ta PE ye det a 
By Mr. P. Tyler, Haddenham, Backs :— 5 
Chesham; collected: by °MY “POpe s sac. con ose gekisen sma renee naaieae Cee acne 
Rev. W. Tomlin (subscription)............ qe GSea’e,0 4.09) aces lie Vos gum aaa 
Crendon, by Miss Dodwell,....2 ee aa qecedon das Geep.ac 0% an Bute Geen 
Haddenham, Miss Tyler,........:see0-- VOT rs 
By Mr. Joggins, Emington,,,........... + wales 60 0.0 a6 pheertiere gm tale palein pia ye aM Te O 
By Mri Bowden, Powerrg 5.5. wiccéss 5. cign scion nga een een Os 440 
Mr. Thomas Rose, Haddenham, Cambridgeshire.,...........seseeeeeeceeess 10 0 
Hetton, Durham, by Rev. R. Pengilly:. ....tcserstcatustarecenssudelisess FO 0 
igtleAilie ‘Stree AUCMAar ysis oa. cis since eR MR g Oe NC ae con daleaie~ bes) Rare 
By Rev. T. Finch ;— 
For the Harlow. School, by Miss Lodge.. ...........eset-eseess 8 0 O 
Rey, J. Stewart, Sawbridgeworth (an. Sub.)..... ake Vey erat lee een 


In consequence of the absence of vo Secretary from town, the Aj a 1 Re Agee 
‘ rs . nual Report is not 
quite ready for cireulation: we hope it will be out in a few days. ie m . 3 ii - nies 
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